
the spanish american war and world
power 38a answer key
the spanish american war and world power 38a answer key marks a pivotal
moment in American history when the United States emerged as a significant
global force. This conflict, fought in 1898, not only ended Spanish colonial
rule in the Americas but also signaled the rise of the U.S. as an imperial
world power. Understanding the causes, major battles, and outcomes of the
Spanish-American War is crucial to grasping how America transitioned from a
continental nation to an influential player on the world stage. The 38a
answer key provides essential insights into this transformation, highlighting
key events, treaties, and geopolitical shifts. This article delves into the
background of the war, the role of the U.S. military, territorial
acquisitions, and the broader implications for American foreign policy. By
exploring these aspects, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of
how the Spanish-American War shaped the United States’ trajectory as a world
power.
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Background and Causes of the Spanish-American
War
The Spanish-American War was rooted in complex political, economic, and
humanitarian factors that converged at the end of the 19th century. The
United States had growing interests in Cuba, which was then a Spanish colony
experiencing a violent struggle for independence. American sympathy for Cuban
rebels, fueled by sensationalist journalism known as yellow journalism,
heightened public support for intervention. Additionally, economic concerns
over trade and investments in Cuban sugar plantations played a significant
role. The explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor in February 1898 served
as the immediate catalyst for war, with the U.S. blaming Spain for the
incident. The 38a answer key emphasizes the importance of these causes in
understanding why the United States declared war and embarked on a path
toward becoming a world power.



Economic and Political Factors
American businesses had substantial investments in Cuba, making stability in
the region a priority. Political pressure from expansionists and the desire
to compete with European imperial powers also influenced the decision to go
to war. The concept of Manifest Destiny evolved into a broader ideology
supporting overseas expansion.

Role of Media and Public Opinion
Newspapers such as those owned by William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer
played a critical role by publishing exaggerated stories of Spanish
atrocities. This sensationalism stirred American public opinion, creating a
climate supportive of military intervention.

Major Battles and Military Strategies
The Spanish-American War featured several decisive battles that showcased the
military capabilities of the United States and highlighted strategic naval
and land operations. The conflict was relatively short, lasting only a few
months, but its battles had lasting implications for American military
doctrine and global presence.

Battle of Manila Bay
The naval Battle of Manila Bay in the Philippines was a stunning victory for
the U.S. Navy under Commodore George Dewey. This battle effectively destroyed
the Spanish Pacific fleet and secured American control of the Philippines,
marking the beginning of U.S. territorial expansion in Asia.

Battle of San Juan Hill
One of the most famous land battles was the Battle of San Juan Hill in Cuba,
where Theodore Roosevelt and his Rough Riders gained national fame. The
victory here was crucial to the eventual American success in the Cuban
campaign.

Military Strategies
The U.S. employed a combination of naval power and ground assaults to
overwhelm Spanish forces. Control of the seas allowed the United States to
cut off Spanish reinforcements and supplies, while coordinated land attacks
forced Spain to surrender its key colonial holdings.



Outcomes and Treaty of Paris 1898
The conclusion of the Spanish-American War was formalized with the Treaty of
Paris signed in December 1898. This treaty had profound consequences for both
Spain and the United States, reshaping the geopolitical landscape and
solidifying America’s new role as a colonial power.

Territorial Gains
Under the treaty, Spain relinquished control of Cuba, which became a U.S.
protectorate, and ceded Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United
States. These acquisitions marked the first major expansion of American
influence beyond its continental borders.

Political and Economic Impact
The treaty sparked debates within the U.S. about imperialism and the nation’s
future direction. Economically, the new territories offered opportunities for
trade and military strategic positioning, particularly the Philippines as a
gateway to Asia.

Impact on American Imperialism and World Power
Status
The Spanish-American War was a turning point that accelerated American
imperial ambitions and established the nation as a formidable world power.
The conflict demonstrated the effectiveness of the U.S. military and
highlighted the strategic importance of overseas bases.

Expansion of the U.S. Navy
Recognizing the importance of naval dominance, the United States expanded and
modernized its fleet following the war. This naval buildup was essential for
protecting new territories and asserting influence in international affairs.

Shift in Foreign Policy
Post-war, the U.S. adopted a more interventionist foreign policy, involving
itself in the affairs of Latin America and the Pacific. The war laid the
groundwork for future American involvement in global conflicts and diplomacy.



List of Key Impacts

Acquisition of overseas territories

Emergence as a Pacific power

Growth of military and naval capabilities

Increased influence in Caribbean and Latin America

Debate over imperialism at home

Significance of the Spanish-American War in
U.S. History
The Spanish-American War’s legacy is profound, marking the United States’
transition from isolationism to active global engagement. The 38a answer key
helps students and historians alike understand this transformation by
detailing the war’s causes, events, and consequences. The conflict also set
precedents for future U.S. military and diplomatic actions, influencing the
nation’s role throughout the 20th century and beyond.

Legacy in Education and Historical Study
The war remains a critical topic in American history education, highlighting
themes of imperialism, military strategy, and international relations. The
38a answer key serves as a valuable resource for comprehending the
multifaceted nature of this period.

Influence on U.S. Identity
Emerging as a world power altered the American self-image, fostering a sense
of national pride and responsibility on the global stage. This shift has
continued to shape U.S. policies and perceptions up to the present day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary cause of the Spanish-American
War?
The primary cause of the Spanish-American War was the explosion of the USS



Maine in Havana Harbor, which led to heightened tensions between the United
States and Spain over Cuba's struggle for independence.

How did the Spanish-American War mark the emergence
of the United States as a world power?
The Spanish-American War resulted in the U.S. acquiring territories like
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, signaling the country's expansion
beyond its borders and establishing it as a significant global power.

What territories did the United States gain as a
result of the Spanish-American War?
The United States gained Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines after
defeating Spain in the Spanish-American War, and also established a temporary
protectorate over Cuba.

What role did the Treaty of Paris 1898 play in the
Spanish-American War outcomes?
The Treaty of Paris 1898 officially ended the Spanish-American War, with
Spain ceding Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United States and
relinquishing control over Cuba.

How did the Spanish-American War influence U.S.
foreign policy in the early 20th century?
The war shifted U.S. foreign policy towards imperialism and interventionism,
as the nation began to assert its influence overseas through territorial
acquisitions and involvement in international affairs.

What was the significance of the Battle of Manila
Bay during the Spanish-American War?
The Battle of Manila Bay was a decisive naval victory for the United States
that destroyed the Spanish fleet in the Philippines, showcasing American
naval power and facilitating the U.S. takeover of the Philippines.

How did the Spanish-American War affect Cuba's
status after the conflict?
Although Cuba gained independence from Spain, it became a U.S. protectorate
with significant American influence over its government and economy due to
the Platt Amendment.



What is the relevance of the 'World Power 38A Answer
Key' in studying the Spanish-American War?
The 'World Power 38A Answer Key' is a resource used in educational settings
to provide accurate answers and explanations related to the Spanish-American
War and its impact on U.S. emergence as a world power.

Additional Resources
1. The Spanish-American War: A Short History
This book provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of the Spanish-
American War, exploring its causes, major battles, and consequences. It
highlights the conflict’s role in marking the United States' emergence as a
global power. The author also discusses the war’s impact on American foreign
policy and imperial ambitions.

2. Empire by Default: The Spanish-American War and the Dawn of American
Global Power
This volume examines how the Spanish-American War catapulted the United
States onto the world stage as an imperial power. It analyzes the political,
economic, and military factors that influenced America’s decision to engage
in overseas expansion. The book also delves into the aftermath of the war and
its significance in shaping 20th-century geopolitics.

3. Over There: The Spanish-American War and the Making of Modern America
Focusing on the transformative effects of the war on American society and
politics, this book explores how the conflict fostered a new sense of
national identity. It covers the military campaigns, media coverage, and
public opinion that defined the war. Additionally, it discusses the war’s
role in paving the way for the United States to become a world power.

4. World Power and the Spanish-American War: America’s Rise on the Global
Stage
This scholarly work provides a detailed analysis of how the Spanish-American
War marked a turning point in U.S. foreign relations. It explores the
strategic motivations behind American intervention and the subsequent
acquisition of overseas territories. The book also evaluates the war’s long-
term effects on American diplomacy and military strategy.

5. The Splendid Little War: The Spanish-American Conflict and America’s
Imperial Ambitions
Named after Secretary of State John Hay’s famous phrase, this book
investigates the swift and decisive nature of the Spanish-American War. It
assesses the motivations behind American expansionism and the ethical debates
surrounding imperialism. The narrative includes key figures, battles, and the
war’s influence on America’s global role.

6. From Colony to World Power: The United States and the Spanish-American War
This book traces the transition of the United States from a relatively



isolated nation to an assertive global power through the lens of the Spanish-
American War. It covers the domestic political climate, military engagements,
and international repercussions. The author also highlights how the war set
precedents for future American interventions abroad.

7. The Roosevelt Corollary and the Spanish-American War: Foundations of
American World Power
Examining the relationship between the Spanish-American War and subsequent
U.S. foreign policy doctrines, this book focuses on Theodore Roosevelt’s
foreign policy initiatives. It discusses how the war served as a catalyst for
the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine and America’s increased
involvement in the Western Hemisphere. The work provides insight into the
evolution of American imperialism.

8. Yellow Journalism and the Spanish-American War: Media’s Role in Shaping
World Power
This book explores the influence of sensationalist journalism on public
opinion and government decision-making during the Spanish-American War. It
details how media coverage helped generate support for the war and
contributed to the United States’ emergence as a world power. The analysis
includes key newspapers, journalists, and the interplay between media and
politics.

9. The Spanish-American War Reader: Documents and Essays on America’s
Emergence as a World Power
A compilation of primary documents and scholarly essays, this reader offers
diverse perspectives on the Spanish-American War and its significance. It
includes government documents, speeches, newspaper articles, and contemporary
analyses. The collection provides a valuable resource for understanding the
complexities of the war and America’s rise to global prominence.
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