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they called us enemy read online free has become a popular search term among
readers interested in historical graphic memoirs and stories about Japanese American
internment during World War II. This article explores the availability, themes, and
significance of "They Called Us Enemy," a powerful graphic novel that sheds light on a dark
chapter in American history. Readers looking to they called us enemy read online free will
find detailed information on where and how to access this compelling work. The discussion
includes an overview of the book’s content, its author, and the impact it has had on
education and awareness. Additionally, this article examines the broader context of
Japanese American incarceration, highlighting why this story remains relevant today.
Following the introduction, a clear table of contents outlines the main sections for easy
navigation.
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Overview of "They Called Us Enemy"

"They Called Us Enemy" is a graphic memoir authored by George Takei, along with co-
writers Justin Eisinger and Steven Scott, and illustrated by Harmony Becker. The memoir
recounts Takei's childhood experiences during the World War II incarceration of Japanese
Americans. Through vivid illustrations and personal narrative, the book portrays the
hardships faced by Takei’s family and thousands of others who were forcibly relocated to
internment camps. This narrative provides a unique and accessible way to understand the
consequences of prejudice and government injustice.

Synopsis of the Memoir

The memoir details George Takei’s early years, focusing on the period when his family was
uprooted from their home and sent to the Rohwer War Relocation Center in Arkansas. It
describes the challenges of life in the camps, including overcrowding, loss of freedom, and
the struggle to maintain dignity under difficult circumstances. The story also explores
Takei’s reflections on patriotism, identity, and resilience, making it a deeply personal yet
universally significant account.



Graphic Novel Format

The choice of a graphic novel format allows the story to reach a wide audience, including
younger readers and those who may find traditional historical texts less engaging. The
illustrations complement the narrative by providing emotional depth and visual context,
enhancing the reader’s understanding of the historical events recounted.

Availability and Options to Read Online

For individuals searching to they called us enemy read online free, several options exist
depending on legal and copyright considerations. While the full graphic memoir may not be
legally available for free online due to publishing rights, there are legitimate ways to access
the book without cost or at low cost.

Libraries and Digital Lending Services

Many public libraries offer digital lending services where patrons can borrow eBooks and
graphic novels, including "They Called Us Enemy." Platforms such as OverDrive, Libby, and
Hoopla provide access through library memberships, allowing users to read the memoir
online or download it to compatible devices.

Authorized Excerpts and Educational Resources

Some educational websites and publishers release authorized excerpts or sample chapters
of the graphic memoir to promote awareness and learning. These excerpts can be read
online for free and provide valuable insights into the book’s content and themes.

Purchase and Subscription Services

For continuous access, readers may consider purchasing the graphic novel through online
retailers or subscribing to digital comic book services. These platforms often offer trial
periods or discounted rates, making the memoir accessible and affordable.

Author Background and Inspiration

George Takei, best known for his role as Hikaru Sulu in the original "Star Trek" television
series, is also an activist and author. His experiences as a Japanese American child during
World War II inspired the creation of "They Called Us Enemy." This memoir reflects his



commitment to sharing the story of injustice and resilience faced by his family and
community.

George Takei’s Early Life

Born in 1937, George Takei was just a child when his family was interned following
Executive Order 9066. His firsthand experiences in the camps shaped his worldview and
later influenced his career in entertainment and advocacy. The memoir draws heavily on
his personal memories and family stories, providing authenticity to the narrative.

Collaborators and Illustrations

Co-writers Justin Eisinger and Steven Scott helped adapt Takei’s story into a compelling
graphic novel format. Illustrator Harmony Becker’s artwork plays a crucial role in bringing
the memoir to life, using expressive visuals to convey emotion and historical context. Their
collaboration ensures that the narrative is both engaging and educational.

Themes and Historical Context

"They Called Us Enemy" delves into several significant themes that resonate beyond the
historical period it depicts. These include racial injustice, civil liberties, identity, and the
resilience of marginalized communities. Understanding these themes is key to appreciating
the memoir’s impact and relevance.

Japanese American Internment during World War II

The memoir centers on the forced relocation and incarceration of approximately 120,000
Japanese Americans during World War II. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, fear and
prejudice led to Executive Order 9066, which authorized the government to detain people
of Japanese descent in camps. This policy violated constitutional rights and caused lasting
trauma.

Resilience and Identity

The memoir highlights how individuals and families maintained their sense of identity and
hope despite the harsh conditions. It explores themes of loyalty, patriotism, and the
struggle to reconcile personal heritage with American citizenship. These themes offer
lessons on resilience and the importance of standing against injustice.



Lessons on Civil Rights

The story serves as a reminder of the dangers of prejudice and the importance of
protecting civil liberties. It encourages readers to reflect on historical mistakes and
advocate for justice and equality in contemporary society.

Educational Importance and Impact

"They Called Us Enemy" has become an important educational resource in schools and
libraries, helping to teach students about a difficult but essential part of American history.
Its accessible format and personal narrative foster empathy and understanding among
diverse audiences.

Use in Curriculum

The graphic memoir is frequently included in curricula addressing history, social studies,
and civil rights. Educators use it to engage students with primary accounts of the Japanese
American experience, making history tangible and relatable through visual storytelling.

Raising Awareness and Advocacy

Beyond education, the memoir has contributed to broader awareness and advocacy efforts
related to racial justice. By sharing this story, it supports ongoing conversations about
discrimination, immigrant rights, and the importance of vigilance in protecting human
rights.

Impact on Readers

Readers often report a deeper understanding of the emotional and social consequences of
internment after engaging with the memoir. The combination of narrative and art creates a
powerful experience that encourages reflection on history and its lessons for the present
and future.

Personal narrative enhances historical understanding

Graphic format appeals to diverse audiences

Supports educational and advocacy initiatives



Encourages empathy and social awareness

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'They Called Us Enemy' available to read online for
free legally?
'They Called Us Enemy' is a graphic memoir by George Takei, and while some excerpts may
be available online, the full book is typically not available for free legally. It is best to check
libraries or authorized platforms for access.

Where can I find free excerpts or previews of 'They
Called Us Enemy' online?
Official websites like the publisher's site, Google Books, or Amazon often provide free
previews or excerpts of 'They Called Us Enemy' that you can read online.

Are there any authorized platforms offering 'They
Called Us Enemy' to read online for free temporarily?
Sometimes platforms like Kindle Unlimited, Hoopla, or local library digital services may offer
'They Called Us Enemy' to read online for free if you have a subscription or library
membership.

Why is it important to avoid unauthorized free copies of
'They Called Us Enemy' online?
Unauthorized copies infringe on copyright laws and deprive authors and publishers of
rightful earnings. Supporting legal access helps ensure creators can continue producing
quality work.

Can I read 'They Called Us Enemy' online through my
local library?
Many local libraries offer digital lending services such as OverDrive or Libby, where you
might be able to borrow and read 'They Called Us Enemy' online for free with a library card.

Additional Resources
1. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
This graphic novel memoir recounts the author's childhood and early adult years in Iran
during and after the Islamic Revolution. Like "They Called Us Enemy," it uses the graphic



novel format to explore themes of identity, displacement, and political oppression. The
story provides a personal perspective on how political turmoil impacts everyday lives.

2. Maus by Art Spiegelman
A Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel, "Maus" portrays the Holocaust through the lens of
the author's relationship with his father. It uses anthropomorphic characters to depict Jews
as mice and Nazis as cats. The book is a powerful exploration of trauma, memory, and
survival, resonating with themes of injustice and persecution similar to "They Called Us
Enemy."

3. American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
This graphic novel weaves together three stories about Chinese American identity and the
struggle to fit in within American society. It tackles issues of racism, cultural assimilation,
and self-acceptance with humor and sensitivity. Readers who appreciated the cultural and
racial identity themes in "They Called Us Enemy" will find this book meaningful.

4. Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
A novel in verse, this book tells the story of a young Vietnamese girl and her family fleeing
war to resettle in the United States. It captures the challenges of immigration, cultural
adjustment, and the resilience of the human spirit. Its heartfelt narrative complements the
immigrant experience depicted in "They Called Us Enemy."

5. El Deafo by Cece Bell
This graphic memoir recounts the author’s childhood experiences growing up deaf. It
highlights themes of difference, acceptance, and finding one's voice. Like "They Called Us
Enemy," it uses humor and personal storytelling to address serious issues related to
identity and overcoming adversity.

6. Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
This adaptation of Kendi’s historical work is designed for young readers and explores the
history of racist ideas in America. It encourages critical thinking about race and racism in a
clear, engaging way. Readers interested in the historical and social context behind
discrimination, similar to "They Called Us Enemy," will benefit from this book.

7. March: Book One by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell
The first installment of a graphic memoir trilogy, "March" chronicles the early life of civil
rights leader John Lewis and his role in the struggle for racial equality. It provides an
intimate look at activism and the fight against systemic injustice in America. Its themes of
courage and resistance echo those found in "They Called Us Enemy."

8. When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed
This graphic novel tells the true story of two Somali refugee brothers living in a Kenyan
refugee camp. It explores themes of hope, family, and the challenges faced by displaced
people. The emotional depth and focus on refugee experiences make it a compelling read
alongside "They Called Us Enemy."

9. The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui
A graphic memoir that explores the author’s family history and their escape from war-torn
Vietnam. It delves into themes of immigration, trauma, and the search for identity across
generations. Readers interested in personal narratives about displacement and resilience
will find this book deeply moving.
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