thirteen days viewing guide answers

thirteen days viewing guide answers provide essential insights and clarifications for
understanding the critical historical drama depicting the Cuban Missile Crisis. This guide aids
viewers in comprehending the complex political, military, and diplomatic tensions that unfolded over
a thirteen-day period in 1962. By exploring key scenes, character motivations, and historical context,
the answers help demystify the crucial decisions made by President John F. Kennedy and his
administration. This article offers a comprehensive resource for students, educators, and history
enthusiasts seeking to deepen their grasp of the film’s content and the real-life events it represents.
The following sections break down the viewing guide answers by themes, character analysis, and
pivotal moments, ensuring a thorough understanding of the narrative and its significance.
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Overview of the Cuban Missile Crisis

The Cuban Missile Crisis was a thirteen-day confrontation in October 1962 between the United
States and the Soviet Union, centered on the installation of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. This
intense standoff brought the world to the brink of nuclear war and is considered one of the most
perilous moments in modern history. The film Thirteen Days dramatizes these events, focusing on
the decision-making process within the Kennedy administration. The viewing guide answers clarify
the timeline of events, the strategic considerations, and the diplomatic efforts involved in resolving
the crisis peacefully.

Background Context

Before the crisis erupted, the Cold War rivalry between the US and USSR had escalated. The failed
Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961 and the presence of American missiles in Turkey influenced Soviet
Premier Nikita Khrushchev’s decision to place missiles in Cuba. Understanding this backdrop is
crucial for grasping the stakes and motivations depicted in the film.



Timeline of Events

The thirteen days span from October 16 to October 28, 1962. Key moments include the discovery of
missile sites via U-2 spy planes, intense deliberations in the White House, the naval quarantine of
Cuba, and the secret negotiations that led to the removal of missiles. The guide provides detailed
answers explaining these events in chronological order.

Key Characters and Their Roles

The film’s narrative is driven by a core group of political and military figures whose actions shaped
the outcome of the crisis. The viewing guide answers highlight the roles and perspectives of these
individuals, offering insight into their decision-making and interpersonal dynamics.

President John F. Kennedy

As the central figure, President Kennedy’s leadership style, strategic thinking, and moral
considerations are explored in depth. The guide explains his balancing act between military advisors
advocating for aggressive action and diplomatic solutions aimed at avoiding war.

Robert F. Kennedy

Serving as his brother’s Attorney General and close advisor, Robert Kennedy played a pivotal role in
back-channel negotiations and crisis management. The viewing guide answers detail his influence on
the administration's approach and his efforts to maintain communication with the Soviet side.

Admiral George Anderson and Military Advisors

Military leaders such as Admiral Anderson presented options like invasion or air strikes. The guide
discusses their perspectives and how their advice contrasted with the President’s cautious approach.

Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev

Although less prominently featured, Khrushchev’s motivations and responses are critical for
understanding the Soviet stance. The guide provides context for his strategic calculations and
diplomatic overtures.

Major Themes in Thirteen Days

The film explores several themes that underscore the tension and complexity of the crisis. The
viewing guide answers dissect these themes to enhance comprehension of the narrative’s depth and
relevance.



Leadership and Decision-Making Under Pressure

The theme of leadership is central, illustrating how Kennedy and his team navigated immense
pressure without succumbing to panic. The guide elaborates on the ethical and strategic dilemmas
faced by the administration.

The Role of Communication and Diplomacy

The importance of clear communication, back-channel diplomacy, and secrecy is emphasized. The
guide explains how these factors contributed to de-escalation and eventual resolution.

The Threat of Nuclear War

The existential risk posed by nuclear weapons is a persistent theme. The viewing guide answers
address how the film portrays the balance between military might and the desire for peace.

Critical Scenes Explained

Certain scenes in the film are pivotal for understanding the plot and historical context. The viewing
guide answers provide detailed explanations of these moments to clarify their significance.

Discovery of the Missile Sites

The moment when U-2 reconnaissance photographs reveal missile installations in Cuba sets the
crisis in motion. The guide explains the intelligence process and the initial reactions within the
government.

The Executive Committee Meetings

The film’s depiction of the EXCOMM meetings highlights the tension and debate among advisors.
The guide breaks down the arguments for different courses of action and how consensus was
reached.

The Naval Quarantine Decision

Choosing a naval blockade over an air strike was a critical decision. The guide outlines the strategic
reasoning behind this choice and its implications for international law and diplomacy.

Secret Negotiations and Resolution

The back-channel communications between Robert Kennedy and Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin
played a crucial role. The guide details these negotiations and the eventual agreement to remove



missiles from Cuba and Turkey.

Historical Accuracy and Differences

While Thirteen Days strives for historical fidelity, some dramatization occurs for storytelling
purposes. The viewing guide answers discuss the accuracy of events, character portrayals, and
timeline adjustments.

Accurate Representations

The film accurately portrays many key events, such as the discovery of missiles, EXCOMM
deliberations, and the naval quarantine. The guide confirms these depictions based on historical
records.

Dramatic License and Omissions

Some characters are composites or fictionalized, and certain events are condensed. The guide
explains these creative decisions and their impact on the narrative’s authenticity.

Comparisons to Other Accounts

The guide contrasts the film’s version with memoirs, official documents, and other films, providing a
balanced perspective on the crisis.

Discussion Questions and Answers

The viewing guide includes thought-provoking questions designed to encourage critical thinking
about the film and its historical context. The answers offer detailed explanations to facilitate
classroom or group discussions.

1. What were the main challenges faced by President Kennedy during the crisis?

President Kennedy had to weigh military advice advocating for invasion or airstrikes against
the risks of nuclear war, manage public perception, maintain secrecy, and find a diplomatic
solution to avoid escalation.

2. How did communication between the US and USSR influence the outcome?

Back-channel negotiations allowed both sides to save face and reach a compromise,
demonstrating the crucial role of diplomacy and discreet dialogue in resolving international
conflicts.



3. Why was the naval quarantine chosen over an air strike?

The quarantine was seen as a measured response that avoided immediate aggression, gave the
Soviets time to reconsider, and reduced the risk of triggering a full-scale war.

4. In what ways does the film emphasize the human element of political decision-
making?
The film highlights the stress, uncertainty, and moral weight carried by leaders, showing that
decisions were influenced by personal values and the desire to protect human life.

5. What lessons can be learned from the Cuban Missile Crisis as portrayed in the film?

Key lessons include the importance of measured leadership, the dangers of brinkmanship, and
the value of open communication channels between adversaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme discussed in the 'Thirteen Days'
viewing guide?

The main theme discussed is the Cuban Missile Crisis and the tense political and military decisions
made during the thirteen days in October 1962.

Who are the central figures featured in the 'Thirteen Days'
film according to the viewing guide?

The central figures include President John F. Kennedy, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, and
ExComm members involved in the crisis management.

How does the viewing guide explain the significance of the
naval blockade in the film?

The viewing guide explains that the naval blockade, or quarantine, was a strategic move to prevent
further Soviet missiles from arriving in Cuba without triggering immediate war.

What role does communication play in resolving the crisis as
highlighted in the viewing guide answers?

Effective communication between the U.S., the Soviet Union, and within the U.S. government was
crucial to avoid misunderstandings and to negotiate a peaceful resolution.



According to the viewing guide, what internal conflicts are
portrayed among the U.S. government officials during the
crisis?

The guide highlights disagreements between military advisors who favored air strikes and
diplomatic leaders who sought a peaceful solution.

What lesson about leadership is emphasized in the 'Thirteen
Days' viewing guide answers?

The lesson emphasizes the importance of calm, thoughtful decision-making and weighing
consequences during high-pressure situations.

How does the viewing guide address the outcome of the Cuban
Missile Crisis depicted in 'Thirteen Days'?

It notes that the crisis ended with the Soviet Union agreeing to remove missiles from Cuba in
exchange for the U.S. promising not to invade Cuba and secretly removing missiles from Turkey.

Additional Resources

1. Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis

This memoir by Robert F. Kennedy offers an insider’s perspective on the Cuban Missile Crisis. It
details the tense 13-day period in October 1962 when the world stood on the brink of nuclear war.
The book provides valuable insights into the decision-making process and the leadership challenges
faced by the Kennedy administration.

2. Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis

Authored by Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow, this book analyzes the Cuban Missile Crisis through
multiple lenses, including rational actor, organizational behavior, and governmental politics models.
It is a key text for understanding the complexities behind the crisis and the various factors that
influenced U.S. and Soviet actions.

3. The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House During the Cuban Missile Crisis

This book compiles transcripts of secret recordings from the White House during the Cuban Missile
Crisis. It provides a real-time view of the discussions and debates among President Kennedy and his
advisors. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the pressure and urgency that defined those
critical days.

4. Cuban Missile Crisis: A Concise History

Written by Don Munton and David A. Welch, this concise history offers a clear and accessible
overview of the Cuban Missile Crisis. It contextualizes the events within Cold War geopolitics and
explains the strategic decisions made by both the U.S. and the Soviet Union. The book is ideal for
students looking for a straightforward summary.

5. One Minute to Midnight: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear War
This detailed narrative by Michael Dobbs recounts the tense diplomatic and military maneuvers



during the Cuban Missile Crisis. It includes perspectives from all sides of the conflict, highlighting
the roles played by Kennedy, Khrushchev, and Castro. The book emphasizes how close the world
came to nuclear catastrophe.

6. Thirteen Days in October: The Cuban Missile Crisis

By Lawrence Freedman, this book provides a scholarly analysis of the crisis, focusing on the
strategic calculations and international diplomacy involved. Freedman explores how the crisis
shaped Cold War policies and the future of U.S.-Soviet relations. It is useful for readers interested in
the broader implications of the event.

7. The Cuban Missile Crisis in American Memory: Myths versus Reality

Mark J. White examines how the Cuban Missile Crisis has been remembered and mythologized in
American culture and politics. The book contrasts popular narratives with historical evidence to
offer a nuanced understanding of the event’s legacy. It is valuable for those studying memory and
historiography related to the crisis.

8. Managing the Cold War: The Cuban Missile Crisis and Beyond

This collection of essays edited by Daniel Sargent explores the Cuban Missile Crisis within the
broader context of Cold War management strategies. Contributors analyze diplomatic, military, and
intelligence aspects of the crisis and its aftermath. The book provides diverse viewpoints for a
comprehensive study.

9. Resolving the Cuban Missile Crisis: A Reappraisal

Authored by James G. Blight and David A. Welch, this book reevaluates the resolution of the Cuban
Missile Crisis using new archival materials and interviews. It challenges some traditional
interpretations and highlights the roles of lesser-known actors. The book is insightful for readers
seeking a deeper understanding of the crisis’s resolution.
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