THIS DAY IN WV HISTORY

THIS DAY IN WV HISTORY OFFERS A UNIQUE LENS THROUGH WHICH TO EXPLORE THE PIVOTAL MOMENTS, NOTABLE FIGURES, AND
CULTURAL MILESTONES THAT HAVE SHAPED WEST VIRGINIA OVER THE YEARS. FROM ITS ESTABLISHMENT AS A SEPARATE STATE
DURING THE CIVIL W AR TO SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS, EACH DATE HOLDS STORIES THAT REFLECT
THE STATE’S RICH HERITAGE. UNDERSTANDING THESE HISTORICAL EVENTS NOT ONLY ENHANCES APPRECIATION FOR WEST
VIRGINIA’S IDENTITY BUT ALSO HIGHLIGHTS ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BROADER AMERICAN NARRATIVE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO KEY OCCURRENCES RECOGNIZED ON THIS DAY IN WV HISTORY, PRESENTING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF POLITICAL,
ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS. BY EXAMINING THESE EVENTS, READERS GAIN INSIGHTFUL PERSPECTIVES ON HOW
WEST VIRGINIA’S PAST CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE ITS PRESENT AND FUTURE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL PROVIDE DETAILED
ACCOUNTS OF LANDMARK MOMENTS, INFLUENTIAL WEST \/IRGINIANS, AND RECURRING COMMEMORATIONS TIED TO THIS DAY.

o SIGNIFICANT HisTorICAL EVENTS ON THIS DAY IN W'V HisToORY

NoTABLE FIGURES BORN OR RECOGNIZED ON THIS DAY

MAJOR INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC MILESTONES
o CULTURAL AND SoclAL DEVELOPMENTS COMMEMORATED

RECURRING CELEBRATIONS AND OBSERVANCES IN WEST VIRGINIA

SIGNIFICANT HisToRrICAL EVENTS ON THIS DAY IN WV HisTORY

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, WEST VIRGINIA HAS WITNESSED NUMEROUS CRITICAL EVENTS OCCURRING ON THIS DAY THAT HAVE
LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON THE STATE’S TRAJECTORY. [HESE EVENTS RANGE FROM POLITICAL MILESTONES TO NATURAL
DISASTERS, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE RICH TAPESTRY OF WEST VIRGINIA’S STORY. UNDERSTANDING THESE OCCURRENCES
PROVIDES VITAL CONTEXT FOR THE STATE’S DEVELOPMENT AND ITS ROLE WITHIN THE WIDER UNITED STATES.

ADMISSION To THE UNION

ONE OF THE MOST MOMENTOUS EVENTS IN WEST VIRGINIA’S HISTORY IS ITS ADMISSION TO THE UNION ON JUNE 20, 1863.
THIS DAY MARKS THE OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF WEST VIRGINIA AS THE 35TH STATE, FOLLOWING ITS SEPARATION FROM
CONFEDERATE VIRGINIA DURING THE AMERICAN CIvIL W AR. THIS ACT WAS SIGNIFICANT NOT ONLY POLITICALLY BUT ALSO
SYMBOLICALLY, REPRESENTING A UNIQUE INSTANCE OF STATEHOOD BORN OUT OF INTERNAL DIVISION AND CONFLICT. THE
CREATION OF WEST VIRGINIA WAS DRIVEN BY CONTRASTING ECONOMIC INTERESTS, CULTURAL DIFFERENCES, AND POLITICAL
ALLEGIANCES BETWEEN THE MOUNTAINOUS WESTERN COUNTIES AND THE EASTERN PARTS OF VIRGINIA.

HisToric BATTLES AND CivIL W AR EVENTS

THIS DAY IN W'V HISTORY ALSO RECALLS KEY CIVIL W/ AR BATTLES AND SKIRMISHES THAT TOOK PLACE WITHIN THE STATE’S
BORDERS. WEST VIRGINIA WAS A STRATEGIC LOCATION DUE TO ITS MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN AND IMPORTANT TRANSPORTATION
ROUTES. BATTLES SUCH AS THE BATTLE OF PHILIPPI AND THE BATTLE OF DROOP MOUNTAIN ARE REMEMBERED FOR THEIR IMPACT
ON THE CONTROL OF THE REGION. THESE ENGAGEMENTS HELPED SHAPE THE OUTCOME OF MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND INFLUENCED
LOCAL LOYALTIES THROUGHOUT THE WAR.



NATURAL DISASTERS AND THEIR IMPACT

WEST VIRGINIA’S MOUNTAINOUS GEOGRAPHY HAS MADE IT SUSCEPTIBLE TO NATURAL DISASTERS, MANY OF WHICH ARE
COMMEMORATED ON THIS DAY IN W'V HISTORY. FLOODS, MINE EXPLOSIONS, AND SEVERE STORMS HAVE PERIODICALLY STRUCK
THE STATE, CAUSING SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF LIFE AND PROPERTY. THESE CATASTROPHES LED TO IMPORTANT CHANGES IN SAFETY
REGULATIONS, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE EFFORTS THAT CONTINUE TO BENEFIT THE STATE TODAY.

NoTABLE FIGURES BORN OR RECOGNIZED ON THIS DAY

MANY INFLUENTIAL WEST VIRGINIANS HAVE BEEN BORN OR ARE CELEBRATED ON THIS DAY, HIGHLIGHTING THE STATE’S
CONTRIBUTION TO FIELDS SUCH AS POLITICS, ARTS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL ACTIVISM. THESE INDIVIDUALS REFLECT THE DIVERSE
TALENTS AND LEADERSHIP QUALITIES THAT HAVE EMERGED FROM WEST VIRGINIA OVER TIME.

PoLiTicAL LEADERS AND PIONEERS

WEST VIRGINIA HAS PRODUCED SEVERAL PROMINENT POLITICAL FIGURES WHOSE BIRTHDAYS OR SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS ARE
REMEMBERED ON THIS DAY. THESE LEADERS HAVE SHAPED STATE AND NATIONAL POLICIES, CHAMPIONED CIVIL RIGHTS, AND
CONTRIBUTED TO THE GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA. THEIR LEGACIES CONTINUE TO INSPIRE PUBLIC
SERVICE AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ACROSS THE STATE.

ARTISTS, WRITERS, AND CULTURAL ICONS

THIS DAY ALSO HONORS WEST VIRGINIANS WHO HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE.
FROM CELEBRATED AUTHORS AND POETS TO MUSICIANS AND VISUAL ARTISTS, THESE FIGURES HAVE ELEVATED WEST
VIRGINIA’S CULTURAL PRESENCE BOTH REGIONALLY AND NATIONALLY. THEIR WORKS OFTEN REFLECT THE STATE’S APPALACHIAN
HERITAGE, NATURAL BEAUTY, AND SOCIAL REALITIES.

SCIENTISTS AND INNOVATORS

THE STATE’S HISTORY ON THIS DAY INCLUDES RECOGNITION OF INVENTORS, SCIENTISTS, AND INNOVATORS WHO HAVE
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, MEDICINE, AND INDUSTRY. THESE INDIVIDUALS HAVE PLAYED CRITICAL ROLES IN IMPROVING THE
QUALITY OF LIFE FOR WEST VIRGINIANS AND BEYOND, OFTEN DRAWING ON THE STATE’S NATURAL RESOURCES AND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR INSPIRATION.

MAJOR INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC MILESTONES

WEST VIRGINIA’S ECONOMY HAS HISTORICALLY BEEN SHAPED BY INDUSTRIES SUCH AS COAL MINING, TIMBER, AND
MANUFACTURING. THIS DAY IN W'V HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS KEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAVE DRIVEN GROWTH, CREATED
JOBS, AND INFLUENCED THE STATE’S ECONOMIC POLICIES.

CoAL MINING AND LABOR MOVEMENTS

COAL MINING HAS BEEN CENTRAL TO WEST VIRGINIA’S ECONOMY AND IDENTITY. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS REMEMBERED ON THIS DAY
INCLUDE MINING BREAKTHROUGHS, LABOR STRIKES, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SAFETY LAWS. THESE MILESTONES REFLECT THE
STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES OF MINERS AND THEIR COMMUNITIES, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF FAIR LABOR PRACTICES AND
W/ ORKER PROTECTIONS.



INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORTATION ADVANCES

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS SUCH AS RAILROAD EXPANSIONS, HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTIONS, AND PUBLIC UTILITY DEVELOPMENTS
ARE ALSO COMMEMORATED. THESE ADVANCES FACILITATED COMMERCE, IMPROVED CONNECTIVITY, AND SUPPORTED INDUSTRIAL
GROWTH. THEY PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN TRANSFORMING WEST VIRGINIA FROM A PREDOMINANTLY RURAL STATE INTO AN
ECONOMICALLY DIVERSE REGION.

EconoMic DIVERSIFICATION EFFORTS

IN RESPONSE TO THE DECLINE OF TRADITIONAL INDUSTRIES, WEST VIRGINIA HAS PURSUED EFFORTS TO DIVERSIFY ITS ECONOMY.
KEY INITIATIVES AND INVESTMENTS COMMEMORATED ON THIS DAY HIGHLIGHT PROGRESS IN SECTORS SUCH AS TECHNOLOGY,
HEALTHCARE, TOURISM, AND EDUCATION, SHOWCASING THE STATE’S ADAPTABILITY AND FORWARD-LOOKING STRATEGIES.

CuLTURAL AND SoclAL DeveLoPMENTS COMMEMORATED

THIS DAY IN W'V HISTORY ALSO MARKS SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL AND SOCIAL MILESTONES THAT HAVE SHAPED COMMUNITY LIFE
AND IDENTITY. THESE DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDE THE FOUNDING OF INSTITUTIONS, SOCIAL REFORMS, AND LANDMARK EVENTS THAT
REFLECT THE EVOLVING VALUES OF WEST VIRGINIANS.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARIES RELATED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES, AND SCHOOLS ARE RECOGNIZED.
THESE INSTITUTIONS HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN PROVIDING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND FOSTERING LEADERSHIP WITHIN
THE STATE. THEIR HISTORIES ARE CELEBRATED AS PART OF WEST VIRGINIA’S COMMITMENT TO LEARNING AND ADVANCEMENT.

SociAL JusTice AND CivIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS

KEY MOMENTS IN THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE ARE COMMEMORATED ON THIS DAY. THESE INCLUDE
PROTESTS, LEGAL VICTORIES, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZING EFFORTS THAT HAVE PROMOTED EQUALITY AND INCLUSION. SUCH
EVENTS DEMONSTRATE WEST VIRGINIA’S ROLE IN BROADER NATIONAL MOVEMENTS AND ITS ONGOING PURSUIT OF SOCIAL
PROGRESS.

FesTivaLs AND CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS

RECURRING CULTURAL FESTIVALS AND TRADITIONAL OBSERVANCES ARE PART OF THIS DAY’S SIGNIFICANCE. THESE EVENTS
CELEBRATE APPALACHIAN HERITAGE, MUSIC, CRAFTS, AND LOCAL CUSTOMS, REINFORCING COMMUNITY BONDS AND PRESERVING
CULTURAL IDENTITY ACROSS GENERATIONS.

ReCURRING CELEBRATIONS AND OBSERVANCES IN WEST VIRGINIA

CERTAIN ANNUAL CELEBRATIONS AND OBSERVANCES ON THIS DAY SERVE TO HONOR WEST VIRGINIA’S HISTORY AND CULTURE.
THESE EVENTS ENGAGE THE PUBLIC IN REMEMBRANCE AND APPRECIATION OF THE STATE’S UNIQUE LEGACY.

STATEHOOD DAY AND COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS

WEST VIRGINIA’S STATEHOOD DAY IS A PROMINENT ANNUAL OBSERVANCE THAT INCLUDES CEREMONIES, EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS, AND PUBLIC GATHERINGS. IT SERVES AS A DAY OF REFLECTION ON THE STATE’S FOUNDING AND ACHIEVEMENTS,
FOSTERING STATE PRIDE AND HISTORICAL AW ARENESS.



HerRITAGE AND APPALACHIAN FESTIVALS

V ARIOUS HERITAGE FESTIVALS COINCIDE WITH THIS DAY, SHOWCASING TRADITIONAL MUSIC, DANCE, AND CRAFTS. THESE
CELEBRATIONS PROMOTE TOURISM AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION, HIGHLIGHTING THE RICHNESS OF APPALACHIAN TRADITIONS
WITHIN WEST VIRGINIA.

MEMORIALS AND HISTORICAL REENACTMENTS

MEMORIAL SERVICES AND HISTORICAL REENACTMENTS HELD ON THIS DAY ALLOW COMMUNITIES TO HONOR VETERANS, PIONEERS,
AND OTHER SIGNIFICANT FIGURES. THESE ACTIVITIES HELP KEEP HISTORY ALIVE AND EDUCATE NEW GENERATIONS ABOUT THE
SACRIFICES AND CONTRIBUTIONS THAT SHAPED THE STATE.

1. AbMissioN oF WEST VIRGINIA AS THE 35TH STATE — June 20, 1863
2. Major CiviL W AR BATTLES WITHIN WEST VIRGINIA

3. SIGNIFICANT MINING DISASTERS AND LABOR STRIKES

4. BIRTHDAYS OF PROMINENT WEST VIRGINIAN LEADERS AND ARTISTS

5. ANNUAL STATEHOOD DAY CELEBRATIONS AND APPALACHIAN FESTIVALS

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY HAPPENED ON THIS DAY?

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY, THE STATE WAS ADMITTED TO THE UNION ON JUNE 20, 1863, BECOMING THE 35TH
STATE.

\WHEN WAS THE BATTLE OF BLAIR MOUNTAIN, A MAJOR LABOR UPRISING IN WEST
VIRGINIA, FOUGHT?

THE BATTLE OF BLAIR MOUNTAIN TOOK PLACE IN LATE AUGUST AND EARLY SEPTEMBER 1921, A PIVOTAL EVENT IN WEST
VIRGINIA'S LABOR HISTORY.

\W/HAT NOTABLE LAW RELATED TO MINING SAFETY WAS PASSED IN WEST VIRGINIA
HISTORY?

FoLLowING THE 1907 MONONGAH MINING DISASTER, WEST VIRGINIA ENACTED STRICTER MINING SAFETY LAWS TO PROTECT
COAL MINERS.

\WHEN WAS THE NEw RIVER GORGE BRIDGE IN WEST VIRGINIA OPENED TO THE PUBLIC?

THe New RivER GORGE BRIDGE WAS OPENED ON OCTOBER 22, 1977, BECOMING ONE OF THE LONGEST STEEL ARCH BRIDGES IN
THE WORLD.

W/ HICH FAMouUS WEST VIRGINIAN BECAME GOVERNOR ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY?

ARCH A. MOORE JR. WAS FIRST INAUGURATED AS GOVERNOR OF WEST VIRGINIA ON JANUARY 13, 1969.



WHAT HISTORIC WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY WAS FOUNDED ON THIS DAY?

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY WAS FOUNDED ON FEBRUARY 7, 1867, BECOMING THE STATE'S FLAGSHIP PUBLIC UNIVERSITY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WEST VirGiniA: A HiISTORY

THIS COMPREHENSIVE BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, EXPLORING
ITS UNIQUE PATH TO STATEHOOD DURING THE CIVIL W/ AR. T COVERS PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN THE STATE'S HISTORY, INCLUDING
KEY EVENTS THAT SHAPED ITS POLITICAL AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
FORCES THAT INFLUENCED WEST VIRGINIA THROUGH THE CENTURIES.

2. THE GREAT KANAWHA VALLEY: WEST VIRGINIA'S HISTORIC HEARTLAND

FOCUSING ON THE KANAWHA V ALLEY, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE REGION’S SIGNIFICANCE IN WEST VIRGINIA'S EARLY
HISTORY. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE AREA’S ROLE IN INDUSTRY, TRANSPORTATION, AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS. THE NARRATIVE BRINGS
TO LIFE THE PEOPLE AND EVENTS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE VALLEY’S GROWTH AND ITS IMPACT ON THE STATE'S
DEVELOPMENT.

3. CoaL, CLAss, AND COMMUNITY: THE HISTORY OF WEST VIRGINIA'S COALFIELDS

THIS TITLE EXAMINES THE COAL MINING INDUSTRY THAT HAS BEEN CENTRAL TO WEST VIRGINIA'S ECONOMY AND CULTURE. |T
DISCUSSES LABOR STRUGGLES, ECONOMIC BOOMS, AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF COAL MINING. THE
BOOK PROVIDES A DETAILED LOOK AT HOW COAL SHAPED THE LIVES OF GENERATIONS OF WEST VIRGINIANS.

4. APPALACHIAN TRAILS: HISTORY AND HERITAGE IN WEST VIRGINIA

EXPLORING THE NATURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF WEST VIRGINIA’S APPALACHIAN REGION, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS
HISTORIC TRAILS AND PATHWAYS SIGNIFICANT TO THE STATE’S HISTORY. |T INCLUDES STORIES FROM EARLY SETTLERS,
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, AND TRAVELERS WHO SHAPED THE APPALACHIAN LANDSCAPE. THE BOOK COMBINES HISTORY WITH VIVID
DESCRIPTIONS OF THE REGION’S GEOGRAPHY.

5. THe HATFIELDS AND McCoys: Feup IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY

THIS BOOK RECOUNTS THE LEGENDARY FEUD BETWEEN THE HATFIELD AND MCCOY FAMILIES, AN INFAMOUS CHAPTER IN WEST
VIRGINIA’S FOLKLORE. |T EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, KEY EVENTS, AND LASTING IMPACT OF THE FEUD ON APPALACHIAN CULTURE
AND IDENTITY. READERS GAIN A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF THE SOCIAL DYNAMICS BEHIND THIS VIOLENT CONFLICT.

6. WesT VirGinia AND THE Civi WAR: THE MOUNTAIN STATE’S STRUGGLE

DETAILING WEST VIRGINIA’S UNIQUE POSITION DURING THE CIVIL W/ AR, THIS BOOK COVERS THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY
EVENTS LEADING TO ITS SEPARATION FROM VIRGINIA. |T HIGHLIGHTS BATTLES, KEY FIGURES, AND THE INTERNAL DIVISIONS
WITHIN COMMUNITIES. THE NARRATIVE REVEALS HOW THE WAR SHAPED THE STATE’S FUTURE AND IDENTITY.

7. INDUSTRIAL APPALACHIA: WEST VIRGINIA’S ECONOMIC TRANSFORMA TION

THIS BOOK EXPLORES WEST VIRGINIA’S SHIFT FROM A PRIMARILY AGRARIAN SOCIETY TO AN INDUSTRIAL POWERHOUSE IN THE
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES. |T FOCUSES ON INDUSTRIES SUCH AS TIMBER, COAL, AND RAILROADS, DISCUSSING
THEIR EFFECTS ON COMMUNITIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT. THE BOOK ALSO EXAMINES LABOR MOVEMENTS AND ECONOMIC
CHALLENGES FACED BY THE STATE.

8. Rivers oF WEST VIRGINIA: LIFELINES OF HiISTORY AND CUL TURE

HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF W/EST VIRGINIA’S RIVERS, THIS BOOK TRACES THEIR ROLE IN TRANSPORTATION, COMMERCE,
AND SETTLEMENT. |T EXPLORES HOW RIVERS SHAPED THE GEOGRAPHY AND ECONOMY OF THE REGION AND INFLUENCED HISTORICAL
EVENTS. THE NARRATIVE ALSO TOUCHES ON CULTURAL TRADITIONS LINKED TO THESE WATERWAYS.

Q. MoUNTAIN Music AND STORIES: FoLk TRADITIONS oF WEST VIRGINIA

THIS COLLECTION CELEBRATES THE RICH MUSICAL AND STORY TELLING HERITAGE OF WEST VIRGINIA’S MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES.
[T INCLUDES TRADITIONAL SONGS, BALLADS, AND TALES PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS, REFLECTING THE STATE’S
CULTURAL IDENTITY. THE BOOK OFFERS INSIGHT INTO HOW FOLKLORE INTERTWINES WITH WEST VIRGINIA’S HISTORY AND
EVERYDAY LIFE.
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