
upu tomua o lauga faasamoa
upu tomua o lauga faasamoa are the opening words or phrases used in traditional Samoan
oratory, which serve as an essential introduction to formal speeches or presentations. These
expressions are deeply rooted in Samoan culture and language, reflecting respect, honor, and the
speaker’s connection to their heritage. Understanding the significance of upu tomua o lauga
faasamoa provides insight into the rich oral traditions of Samoa and the structured manner in which
speeches (lauga) are delivered. This article explores the purpose, examples, and cultural importance
of upu tomua o lauga faasamoa, along with tips for crafting effective introductions in Samoan oratory.

The discussion will begin with an overview of the cultural context of Samoan oratory, followed by an
explanation of the role of upu tomua in lauga. Subsequently, common phrases and their meanings will
be presented, along with guidance on how to appropriately use these introductions in various formal
occasions. A detailed look at the structure and etiquette of Samoan speeches will also be included to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic.
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The Cultural Significance of Upu Tomua o Lauga
Faasamoa
In Samoan culture, oral tradition holds a place of paramount importance, with speeches and formal
oratory (lauga) serving as key methods of communication during ceremonies, gatherings, and
important events. Upu tomua o lauga faasamoa are not merely opening words; they encapsulate
respect for the audience, acknowledgment of ancestors, and a connection to Samoan identity. These
expressions often invoke blessings, reference notable figures or places, and set the tone for the
speech that follows.

The use of upu tomua reflects the speaker’s mastery of language and cultural etiquette, signaling
their readiness to engage the audience and honor traditions. This introduction is crucial in
establishing the speaker’s credibility and aligning with the values upheld by the community.

The Role of Upu Tomua in Samoan Oratory
Upu tomua serve as the gateway into a lauga, functioning as both a formal greeting and a respectful
invocation. Their primary role is to prepare the audience for the message, create a spiritual and



cultural connection, and demonstrate humility and respect. By beginning with upu tomua, the speaker
acknowledges the importance of the occasion and the presence of distinguished guests or family
members.

Moreover, these introductory phrases often include references to the speaker's genealogy, village, or
chiefly titles, establishing authority and authenticity. The role of upu tomua is therefore multifaceted:
it honors tradition, builds rapport, and sets the framework for the speech’s content and purpose.

Common Upu Tomua Phrases and Their Meanings
The use of upu tomua varies depending on the context, audience, and occasion, but several
traditional phrases are commonly employed in Samoan oratory. These phrases carry deep cultural
meaning and are carefully chosen to suit the event.

“Talofa lava” – A respectful greeting meaning “hello” or “welcome,” often used to open
speeches warmly.

“Fa’afetai tele” – Expresses gratitude, meaning “thank you very much,” acknowledging the
audience or hosts.

“Ou te fa’afeiloa’i atu” – A phrase meaning “I welcome,” used to formally greet guests or
dignitaries.

“Tautua i le mālō” – Meaning “service to the government,” indicating loyalty or dedication.

“Ia manuia le aso” – Wishing “good day” or “blessings for the day,” conveying goodwill.

These common upu tomua phrases are often combined with specific references to villages, families,
or chiefs, lending a personalized touch and grounding the speech in Samoan tradition.

How to Use Upu Tomua in Formal Speeches
Effective use of upu tomua o lauga faasamoa requires understanding the context of the speech and
the cultural expectations of the audience. The introduction should be respectful and appropriately
formal, reflecting the status of the event and the people involved.

When preparing a formal speech, consider the following:

Identify the audience: Recognize the presence of chiefs, elders, family members, and guests1.
to tailor the introduction accordingly.

Include cultural references: Mentioning the speaker’s village, family, or titles connects the2.
speech to Samoan heritage.

Express respect and gratitude: Open with phrases that demonstrate humility and3.
appreciation.

Set the tone: Use upu tomua to establish a solemn or celebratory atmosphere as appropriate.4.



By thoughtfully incorporating upu tomua, speakers can effectively engage their audience and honor
the cultural protocols that govern Samoan oratory.

Structure and Etiquette of Samoan Lauga
The structure of a traditional Samoan lauga follows a well-defined pattern, beginning with upu tomua
and progressing through various stages including acknowledgment of family and village, delivery of
the main message, and concluding with blessings or calls to action. Each part of the speech is
carefully crafted to maintain respect and uphold cultural values.

Etiquette plays a crucial role in lauga, with speakers expected to adhere to protocols such as:

Speaking clearly and respectfully without interrupting others.

Using appropriate language and avoiding offensive terms.

Demonstrating humility, especially when addressing chiefs or elders.

Maintaining composure and dignity throughout the speech.

Mastery of upu tomua o lauga faasamoa and adherence to lauga etiquette ensure that the orator
honors Samoan traditions and effectively communicates their message.

Frequently Asked Questions

O le ā le uiga o le 'upu tomua' i le lauga faasāmoa?
O le 'upu tomua' o le vaega muamua lea o le lauga faasāmoa e faailoa ai le autu ma le fa'amoemoe o
le lauga.

Aiseā e tāua ai le upu tomua i le lauga faasāmoa?
E tāua le upu tomua ona e fa'amaonia ai le mataupu o le lauga ma fesoasoani i le fa'atulagaina o le
lauga atoa.

O ā ni auala masani e fa'aogaina ai upu tomua i le lauga
faasāmoa?
E masani ona amata i se fa'afeiloa'iga, fa'amanuiaga, po'o se fa'amatala i le autu o le lauga.

E faapefea ona fa'ailoa lelei le upu tomua i se lauga
faasāmoa?
E mafai ona amata i se tala i se tala faasolopito, se fa'afeiloa'iga tāua, po'o se fa'amanuiaga e fa'ailoa
ai le autu o le lauga.



O le ā le eseesega i le va o le upu tomua ma le 'ua'iga i le
lauga faasāmoa?
O le upu tomua o le amataga o le lauga, a o le 'ua'iga o se vaega e fa'avae ai le lauga ma fa'amalieina
tagata fa'alogo.

E mafai ona fai se lauga faasāmoa e aunoa ma le upu tomua?
E le masani ona faia se lauga faasāmoa e aunoa ma le upu tomua ona e taua tele lea vaega mo le
fa'atulagaina o le lauga.

O a ni fa'ata'ita'iga o upu tomua i le lauga faasāmoa mo aso
fanau?
Fa'afeiloa'iga fa'apitoa, fa'amanuiaga ma fa'amatala i le taua o le aso fanau i le olaga ma le aiga.

O le ā le matafaioi a le upu tomua i le fa'atonuga o le lauga
faasāmoa?
E fesoasoani le upu tomua i le fa'atulagaina o le lauga, ma fa'ailoa mai le autu ma le sini o le lauga i
tagata fa'alogo.

E mafai faapefea ona faaleleia se upu tomua i le lauga
faasāmoa?
E mafai ona faaleleia i le fa'aopoopoina o tala masani, fa'amatala manino ma fa'aalia le alofa ma le
fa'aaloalo i le au fa'alogo.

O le a le taimi sili mo le fa'aogaina o le upu tomua i le lauga
faasāmoa?
E masani ona fa'aogaina le upu tomua i le amataga o le lauga, ina ia mafai ona fa'ailoa lelei le autu
ma maua ai le mafutaga lelei ma le au fa'alogo.

Additional Resources
1. Upu Tomua o Lauga Fa’asāmoa: The Foundations of Samoan Oratory
This book explores the traditional Samoan art of oratory, focusing on the use of upu tomua—key
introductory words and phrases that set the tone for formal speeches or lauaga. It provides historical
context and cultural significance, helping readers understand how these foundational elements shape
respectful and effective communication in Samoan society. The text includes examples and
explanations of various upu tomua used in different ceremonial settings.

2. The Language of Lauga: Mastering Samoan Formal Speeches
Delving into the intricate language of lauaga, this book offers a comprehensive guide to the structure
and style of Samoan oratory. It highlights the role of upu tomua in framing speeches and enhancing



their persuasive power. Readers will gain insight into the cultural protocols and linguistic nuances that
underpin successful lauaga performances.

3. Oratory Traditions of Samoa: A Study of Upu Tomua and Lauga
This scholarly work examines the oral traditions of Samoa, emphasizing the importance of upu tomua
within the broader practice of lauaga. Through interviews with renowned orators and analysis of
historical speeches, the book reveals how these introductory phrases serve as a bridge between the
speaker, audience, and ancestral heritage. It is an essential resource for students of Polynesian
culture and linguistics.

4. Echoes of the Ancestors: Upu Tomua in Samoan Cultural Expression
Focusing on the spiritual and cultural dimensions of upu tomua, this book investigates how these
opening words in lauaga connect present-day speakers to their ancestors. It discusses the role of
oratory in ceremonial events such as weddings, funerals, and chiefly installations, illustrating how
language sustains social bonds and cultural identity in Samoa.

5. Speak with Honor: The Art of Upu Tomua in Samoan Lauga
This practical guide is designed for those wishing to learn and practice the art of Samoan oratory. It
breaks down the components of upu tomua and offers exercises for crafting respectful and impactful
openings in lauaga. The book also addresses contemporary challenges in maintaining traditional
speech forms in modern Samoan society.

6. Voices of Samoa: Exploring the Power of Upu Tomua
Through a collection of translated speeches and commentaries, this book showcases the power of upu
tomua in setting the stage for effective lauaga. It highlights the rhetorical strategies employed by
Samoan orators and the ways in which these phrases embody cultural values such as respect,
humility, and authority.

7. The Heart of Samoan Speech: An Introduction to Upu Tomua and Lauga
Ideal for beginners, this introductory text explains the basics of Samoan formal speech-making, with a
focus on the pivotal role of upu tomua. It provides clear definitions, examples, and cultural context,
making it accessible to both Samoan and non-Samoan readers interested in Polynesian oral traditions.

8. Guardians of Tradition: Upu Tomua and the Preservation of Samoan Lauga
This book discusses efforts by cultural practitioners and educators to preserve the traditional
knowledge of upu tomua amidst globalization and cultural change. It highlights community programs
and oral history projects aimed at sustaining the practice of lauaga for future generations.

9. From Tongues to Traditions: The Evolution of Upu Tomua in Samoan Oratory
Tracing the historical development of upu tomua, this book explores how these introductory phrases
have evolved in response to social, political, and religious influences. It provides a comparative
analysis of ancient and contemporary lauaga, revealing the dynamic nature of Samoan oratory while
honoring its enduring traditions.
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