we own this city parents guide

we own this city parents guide offers a comprehensive resource for parents seeking to understand
the popular television series and its suitability for family viewing. This guide explores the show's
themes, content, and potential impact on younger audiences, providing clear insights to help parents
make informed decisions. The article covers the series' premise, viewer discretion considerations, and
detailed information about the language, violence, and mature content depicted in the show.
Additionally, it offers advice on how to discuss the series with children and teens and suggests
alternatives for family-friendly entertainment. By the end of this guide, parents will have a well-
rounded understanding of what to expect and how to approach conversations around the series. This
article aims to serve as a valuable tool within the broader context of media literacy and parental
guidance.
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Overview of "We Own This City"

"We Own This City" is a critically acclaimed television series that delves into the intricate dynamics of
law enforcement in urban settings. Based on real events, the show focuses on corruption within the
police departments and the complex ethical dilemmas faced by officers. Its narrative style combines
intense drama with investigative storytelling, offering viewers a gripping look at systemic issues in
policing. For parents, understanding the show's premise is essential in evaluating its suitability for
children and adolescents. The series is notable for its realistic portrayal of crime, authority, and social
justice themes, which may require contextual explanation for younger viewers.

Content and Themes

The content of "We Own This City" includes mature themes such as police corruption, violence, and
moral ambiguity. These themes are explored through character-driven storylines that highlight the
challenges and consequences of systemic problems within law enforcement. The series frequently
depicts graphic scenes of crime and confrontations, alongside intense dialogue that reflects the harsh
realities of the depicted environment. Understanding these elements is crucial for parents assessing
the show's impact on their children.



Violence and Intensity

The show contains numerous scenes of physical violence, including confrontations between police
officers and civilians, as well as criminal activities. These scenes are often graphic and realistic,
contributing to the show's dramatic effect but also raising concerns for sensitive viewers. The
intensity of these moments can be distressing for younger audiences and warrants careful
consideration by parents.

Language and Dialogue

Strong language is prevalent throughout the series, including frequent use of profanity and
derogatory terms. The dialogue reflects the authentic speech patterns of the characters and setting,
which enhances realism but also introduces language that may be inappropriate for children. Parents
should be aware of the linguistic content when deciding if the series aligns with their family values.

Ethical and Social Issues

"We Own This City" confronts complex ethical questions surrounding justice, accountability, and
systemic corruption. It encourages viewers to consider the implications of institutional failures and
personal responsibility. These themes can serve as important discussion points for parents aiming to
engage their children in critical thinking about societal issues.

Age Appropriateness and Viewer Discretion

Given the mature nature of "We Own This City," it is generally recommended for adult audiences. The
series carries a TV-MA rating, indicating that it may be unsuitable for viewers under 17 years of age.
Parents should evaluate the content carefully and consider the maturity level of their children before
allowing them to watch the show.

Recommended Age Groups

The series is best suited for mature teens and adults due to its explicit content and complex themes.
Younger children and preteens are typically not equipped to process the intense subject matter and
graphic scenes. Parents should use discretion and possibly preview episodes to determine
appropriateness for older teenagers.

Potential Impact on Children

Exposure to graphic violence and mature themes without proper context may lead to confusion, fear,
or misinformation among children. It is important for parents to recognize that the show's portrayal of
real-world issues can be unsettling and may require guided conversations to address questions or
concerns that arise.



Parental Guidance Strategies

Parents can employ several strategies to manage their children's engagement with "We Own This
City" and similar content. Active involvement and open communication are key to helping children
navigate complex media safely and thoughtfully.

Previewing Content

Watching episodes in advance allows parents to assess the suitability of specific content and prepare
for any challenging topics. This approach helps in anticipating questions and framing discussions.

Discussing Themes and Context

Engaging in conversations about the themes of corruption, justice, and morality can foster critical
thinking and understanding. Parents should encourage questions and provide age-appropriate
explanations to help children process the material.

Setting Viewing Limits

Establishing clear guidelines regarding when and how the series may be watched can protect children
from exposure to inappropriate content. This may include limiting viewing to certain episodes, co-
viewing, or postponing viewing until a suitable age.

Encouraging Alternative Perspectives

Introducing documentaries, books, or programs that offer balanced views on law enforcement and
social justice can complement the series and provide a broader understanding.

Alternative Viewing Options

For families seeking content with similar themes but less explicit material, several alternative
programs and films provide more age-appropriate exploration of law enforcement and justice issues.

e Documentaries: Educational documentaries on police work and social justice that offer factual
perspectives without dramatization.

e Family Dramas: Shows that address ethical dilemmas and community issues in a more
moderated tone suitable for teens.

 Historical Series: Programs that explore the history of law enforcement and civil rights in a
way that encourages learning and discussion.



Parents seeking to broaden their children's media consumption while maintaining appropriateness
can consider these options as valuable supplements or alternatives to "We Own This City."

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the age rating of 'We Own This City' according to the
parents guide?

The series 'We Own This City' is generally rated TV-MA, indicating it is intended for mature audiences
and may not be suitable for children under 17.

Does 'We Own This City' contain strong language?

Yes, the show contains frequent strong language, including profanity that may be inappropriate for
younger viewers.

Are there scenes of violence in 'We Own This City'?

Yes, 'We Own This City' includes scenes of graphic and intense violence, reflecting its crime drama
themes.

Is there sexual content in 'We Own This City' that parents
should be aware of?

The series contains some sexual content and references, which may not be suitable for younger
audiences.

Does 'We Own This City' depict drug use or substance abuse?

Yes, the show portrays drug use and substance abuse as part of its realistic depiction of crime and
law enforcement.

Is 'We Own This City' appropriate for teenagers?

Due to mature themes, explicit language, violence, and some sexual content, 'We Own This City' is
generally recommended for viewers aged 17 and older.

What themes in 'We Own This City' might be concerning for
parents?

The show deals with themes such as police corruption, crime, violence, and moral ambiguity, which
may be challenging for younger viewers.



Are there any scenes that could be frightening or disturbing
for children in 'We Own This City'?

Yes, the series contains intense and realistic scenes of violence and corruption that could be
disturbing for children.

Can parents find content warnings for ‘We Own This City' on
streaming platforms?

Yes, streaming platforms typically provide content warnings and parental controls for 'We Own This
City' to help parents make informed decisions.

What should parents consider before allowing their children
to watch 'We Own This City'?

Parents should consider the show's mature content, including violence, strong language, and adult
themes, and decide based on their child's maturity level and sensitivity.

Additional Resources

1. The Wire: Truth Be Told

This companion book to the acclaimed TV series "The Wire" dives deep into the social and institutional
issues portrayed in the show. It explores themes of crime, policing, and community struggles in
Baltimore, offering readers a comprehensive understanding of the systemic challenges depicted.
Parents can use this book to gain context about urban issues and discuss them with their children.

2. Policing the Black Man: Arrest, Prosecution, and Imprisonment by Angela J. Davis

This collection of essays examines the criminal justice system's impact on Black men in America,
highlighting systemic biases and injustices. It provides critical insights into racial profiling, police
brutality, and legal challenges. The book serves as a thoughtful resource for parents wanting to
understand and discuss race and policing with their teens.

3. Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

Written as a letter to the author’s son, this powerful memoir addresses the realities of being Black in
America. It discusses identity, systemic racism, and the dangers faced by Black youth, particularly in
encounters with law enforcement. Parents can use this book to foster meaningful conversations about
race, safety, and resilience.

4. Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson

This memoir recounts Bryan Stevenson’s work as a defense attorney fighting for justice for
marginalized individuals, often wrongly accused or unfairly sentenced. It highlights systemic problems
in the criminal justice system, including mass incarceration and racial inequality. It's an impactful
read for parents to understand the complexities of justice and advocate for fairness.

5. Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America by Jennifer Harvey

This book explores how parents can raise children who are aware of racial injustice and committed to
equity. It offers practical advice on discussing race, privilege, and systemic inequality with young
people. Parents concerned about issues in "We Own This City" will find guidance here for nurturing



awareness and empathy.

6. Tell Me Who You Are: Sharing Our Stories of Race, Culture, & Identity by Winona Guo and Priya
Vulchi

This book presents stories from children of diverse backgrounds, revealing different perspectives on
race, identity, and culture. It encourages empathy and understanding by highlighting personal
experiences with racism and inclusion. Parents can use this to educate kids about diversity and the
importance of social justice.

7. Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum

A seminal work on racial identity development, this book explains how and why young people group
themselves along racial lines. It sheds light on the social dynamics affecting children and teenagers in
diverse environments. For parents, it offers tools to discuss race constructively and support children’s
healthy identity formation.

8. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander

This influential book reveals how mass incarceration serves as a contemporary system of racial
control in America, disproportionately affecting communities of color. It provides a historical and legal
analysis that helps readers understand the roots of systemic racism in law enforcement. Parents
seeking to comprehend the broader context of policing issues will find this essential.

9. Parenting for Social Justice: Promoting Equity and Justice in the Early Years by Linda R. Tropp and
others

Focusing on early childhood, this book offers strategies for parents to nurture social justice values
from a young age. It emphasizes teaching empathy, fairness, and activism through everyday
interactions. Parents interested in proactive approaches to combating systemic injustice will
appreciate the practical guidance provided.
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