WHAT IS THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC

WHAT IS THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC IS A QUESTION THAT DELVES INTO THE LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL HISTORY OF ONE
OF THE ANCIENT SEMITIC LANGUAGES. ARAMAIC, ONCE THE LINGUA FRANCA OF THE NEAR EAST AND THE LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY
JESUS CHRIST, CONTAINS SEVERAL TERMS THAT REFER TO GOD, EACH WITH RICH THEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.
UNDERSTANDING THESE WORDS REQUIRES EXPLORING THE NUANCES OF ARAMAIC VOCABULARY, ITS SCRIPT, AND ITS EVOLUTION
OVER TIME. THIS ARTICLE EXAMINES THE PRIMARY ARAMAIC WORDS FOR GOD, THEIR MEANINGS, AND THEIR USAGE IN RELIGIOUS
TEXTS. ADDITIONALLY, IT HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPACT OF THESE TERMS ON LATER LANGUAGES AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.
PRESENTED HERE IS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW THAT WILL PROVIDE CLARITY ON WHAT IS THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC
AND ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS.
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PrRIMARY ARAMAIC W oORDS FOrR GoD

THE ARAMAIC LANGUAGE FEATURES SEVERAL WORDS THAT DENOTE GOD, EACH REFLECTING DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF DIVINITY

AND THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS. THE MOST PROMINENT WORD IS “[?] “ (ALAHA), WHICH IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED AS THE
DIRECT EQUIVALENT TO THE ENGLISH WoORD “GoD.” THIS TERM IS USED EXTENSIVELY IN SYRIAC, A DIALECT OF MIDDLE

ARAMAIC, AND APPEARS IN MANY RELIGIOUS MANUSCRIPTS AND LITURGICAL CONTEXTS.

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT TERM IS “[?] " (ELAHA), CLOSELY RELATED TO ALAHA BUT OFTEN REFLECTING A MORE ANCIENT
OR FORMAL USAGE. IN SOME DIALECTS, THE WORD “[7] " (ELOAH) IS ALSO USED, WHICH IS COGNATE WITH THE HEBREW
WORD ELOAH, MEANING A SINGULAR DEITY OR GOD IN A MORE GENERAL SENSE.

ALAHA: THE MosT CoMMON TERM

ALAHA IS THE ARAMAIC WORD FOR GOD THAT IS MOST FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTERED IN CHRISTIAN ARAMAIC TEXTS, ESPECIALLY
IN THE SYRIAC TRADITION. IT IS DERIVED FROM THE SAME ROOT AS THE HEBREW “ELOHIM” AND CARRIES THE CONNOTATION OF
THE SUPREME DEITY, THE CREATOR, AND THE ONE WORTHY OF \WORSHIP.

ELAHA AND ELOAH: V ARIATIONS AND USAGE

ELAHA AND ELOAH SERVE AS VARIATIONS OF THE WORD FOR (GOD IN DIFFERENT ARAMAIC DIALECTS AND HISTORICAL PERIODS.
ELOAH, IN PARTICULAR, SHOWS A LINGUISTIC CONNECTION TO HEBREW SCRIPTURE AND EMPHASIZES THE MONOTHEISTIC
CONCEPT oF Gob.

HisTorICAL AND RELIGIOUS CONTEXT

THE USE OF THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC IS DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN THE RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF THE NEAR EAST. ARAMAIC
WAS THE SPOKEN LANGUAGE OF MANY ANCIENT PEOPLES, INCLUDING THE ASSYRIANS, BABYLONIANS/ AND LATER THEJE\X/ISH
COMMUNITIES DURING THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD. THE TERM FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC, THEREFORE, APPEARS IN VARIOUS RELIGIOUS



AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS, FROM BIBLICAL TEXTS TO EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITINGS.

IN PARTICULAR, THE NEw TESTAMENT CONTAINS ARAMAIC PHRASES ATTRIBUTED TOJESUS/ REFLECTING THE EVERYDAY
LANGUAGE OF THE REGION AND TIME. THE ARAMAIC WORD FOR GOD ALSO APPEARS IN TARGUMS, THE ARAMAIC TRANSLATIONS
AND INTERPRETATIONS OF THE HEBREW BIBLE, UNDERSCORING ITS IMPORTANCE INJE\X/ISH RELIGIOUS TRADITION.

ARAMAIC IN BiBLICAL AND PosT-BisLIcAL TEXTS

ARAMAIC WORDS FOR GOD ARE PRESENT IN THE T ARGUMS, WHICH TRANSLATE HEBREW SCRIPTURES INTO ARAMAIC, MAKING THE
TEXTS ACCESSIBLE TO A BROADER AUDIENCE. THESE TRANSLATIONS RETAIN THE REVERENCE ASSOCIATED WITH THE DIVINE NAME
AND OFTEN USE “ALAHA" OR RELATED TERMS.

CHRISTIAN LITURGICAL IMPORTANCE

IN EARLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE USING SYRIAC AS THEIR LITURGICAL LANGUAGE, THE WORD ALAHA IS
CENTRAL TO PRAYERS, HYMNS, AND THEOLOGICAL DISCOURSE, REINFORCING THE CONTINUITY BETWEEN ANCIENT ARAMAIC AND
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP.

LINGUISTIC V ARIATIONS IN ARAMAIC

ARAMAIC IS NOT A SINGLE UNIFORM LANGUAGE BUT INCLUDES SEVERAL DIALECTS AND HISTORICAL STAGES. THE WORDS FOR
GOD CAN VARY SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON THE DIALECT AND PERIOD. | HESE NUANCES PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO THE LINGUISTIC
RICHNESS AND THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN ARAMAIC-SPEAKING COMMUNITIES.

\WESTERN VS. EASTERN ARAMAIC DIALECTS

\WESTERN ARAMAIC DIALECTS, SPOKEN IN AREAS CLOSER TO ANCIENT ISRAEL AND SYRIA, TEND TO USE FORMS CLOSER TO THE
HEBREW ROOT, SUCH AS ELOAH. EASTERN ARAMAIC, INCLUDING SYRIAC, PREDOMINANTLY USES ALAHA, EMPHASIZING A
DISTINCT RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL IDENTITY.

CLAsSICAL VS. MODERN ARAMAIC

CLASSICAL ARAMAIC, FOUND IN ANCIENT TEXTS AND LITURGY, PRESENTS THE MOST FORMAL AND THEOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT
TERMS FOR GoD. MoDERN NEO-ARAMAIC DIALECTS, SPOKEN BY ASSYRIAN AND CHALDEAN COMMUNITIES, RETAIN THESE WORDS
BUT MAY PRONOUNCE OR SPELL THEM DIFFERENTLY.

INFLUENCE ON OTHER LANGUAGES AND RELIGIONS

THE ARAMAIC WORDS FOR GOD HAVE HAD A LASTING INFLUENCE ON OTHER SEMITIC LANGUAGES AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.
ASs ARAMAIC WAS WIDELY SPOKEN ACROSS THE NEAR EAST, ITS VOCABULARY WAS ADOPTED AND ADAPTED BY NEIGHBORING
CULTURES.

IMPACT ON HEBREW AND ARABIC

HEBREW AND ARABIC, CLOSELY RELATED SEMITIC LANGUAGES, SHOW LEXICAL AND THEOLOGICAL PARALLELS WITH ARAMAIC
TERMS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE HEBREW “ELOAH" AND THE ARABIC “ALLAH" SHARE ROOTS WITH THE ARAMAIC “ALAHA,”
DEMONSTRATING A SHARED LINGUISTIC HERITAGE.



CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH TRADITIONS

THE USE OF ARAMAIC WORDS FOR GOD INJE\X/ISH TARGUMS AND CHRISTIAN SYRIAC LITURGIES CREATED A BRIDGE BETWEEN
THESE FAITHS. THE TERM ALAHA REMAINS A KEY IDENTIFIER OF THE DIVINE IN SYRIAC CHRISTIANITY, \X/HILEJE\X/ISH COMMUNITIES
CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.

CoMMON PHRASES AND USAGE IN TEXTS

UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC ALSO INVOLVES EXAMINING HOW THESE WORDS APPEAR IN PHRASES
AND RELIGIOUS TEXTS. THESE EXPRESSIONS SHOWCASE THE REVERENCE AND CONCEPTUALIZATION OF GOD IN ARAMAIC-
SPEAKING CULTURES.

ExAMPLES OF PHRASES

o MARANA THA — MEANING “OUR LORD, COME,” A PHRASE USED IN EARLY CHRISTIAN PRAYERS.
" " 1
® ALAHA RABBA — MEANING “GREAT GoD," EMPHASIZING GOD’S MAJESTY.
" "
® BAR ALAHA — MEANING “SoN oF Gop,” OFTEN USED IN CHRISTIAN CONTEXTS REFERRING TO JESUS CHRIST.

o ELAHA D'YISRAEL — MEANING “GOD OF ISRAEL,” A PHRASE HIGHLIGHTING THE COVENANTAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
JEWISH PEOPLE.

UsE IN RELIGIOUS MANUSCRIPTS

RELIGIOUS MANUSCRIPTS, INCLUDING THE PESHITTA (THE SYRIAC BIBLE)I USE THE WORD ALAHA CONSISTENTLY TO DENOTE
Gob. THIS USAGE REFLECTS THE LINGUISTIC AND THEOLOGICAL CONTINUITY IN ARAMAIC RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC?

THe woRrD FOR Gob IN ARAMAIC IS ‘ELAH’ (] ) or ‘ALaHa’ (B ), DEPENDING ON THE DIALECT.

Is ‘ALAHA’ THE SAME AS ‘ELOHIM’ IN HEBrREW?

YEs, 'ALAHA" IN ARAMAIC IS EQUIVALENT TO 'ELOHIM" IN HEBREW, BOTH MEANING GOD.

How 1S GOD REFERRED TO IN THE ARAMAIC SPOKEN DURING JESUS’ TIMEP

IN THE ARAMAIC SPOKEN DURING JESUS’ TIME, GOD WAS COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS 'ALAHA’ OR SOMETIMES ‘ELAH’.

DoEs THE WORD 'ALAHA’ APPEAR IN ANY RELIGIOUS TEXTSP

YES, 'ALAHA" APPEARS IN SYRIAC CHRISTIAN TEXTS AND IS USED IN THE PESHITTA, THE ARAMAIC BIBLE.



ARE THERE DIFFERENT WORDS FOR GOD IN VARIOUS ARAMAIC DIALECTS?

YES, WHILE “ALAHA" IS COMMON IN SYRIAC ARAMAIC, OTHER DIALECTS MAY USE ‘ELAH’ OR SIMILAR VARIATIONS.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ARAMAIC WORD ‘ALAHA’ IN CHRISTIANITY?

THE WORD 'ALAHA’ IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT IS USED IN EARLY CHRISTIAN LITURGY AND SCRIPTURES WRITTEN IN SYRIAC,
REFLECTING THE DIVINE NAME.

Is THE ARAMAIC WORD FOR GOD RELATED TO THE HEBREW NAME Y AHWEH?

No, "ALAHA" IS A GENERAL TERM FOR GOD, WHEREAS Y AHWEH IS A SPECIFIC, SACRED NAME OF GOD IN HEBREW TRADITION.

How 1s THE WORD FOR GOD PRONOUNCED IN MODERN ARAMAIC COMMUNITIES?

IN MODERN ARAMAIC-SPEAKING COMMUNITIES, GOD IS PRONOUNCED AS 'ALAHA’ OR SOMETIMES IELAHII DEPENDING ON THE
LOCAL DIALECT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe ArAaMAIC NAME oF Gob: ExpLORING “ELAH” AND “ALAHA”

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE LINGUISTIC ROOTS AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD FOR GOD IN ARAMAIC. |T EXAMINES
THE VARIATIONS OF THE DIVINE NAME SUCH AS “ELAH” AND “ALAHA,” TRACING THEIR USAGE IN ANCIENT TEXTS AND RELIGIOUS
TRADITIONS. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW THESE TERMS INFLUENCED EARLY CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH THEOLOGY.

2. Gob IN ARAMAIC SCRIPTURE: UNDERSTANDING DIVINE TITLES

FOCUSING ON THE ARAMAIC LANGUAGE OF BIBLICAL AND EXTRA-BIBLICAL TEXTS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE DIFFERENT TITLES
USED FOR GOD. |T PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF ARAMAIC TERMS LIKE “ELAH” AND THEIR THEOLOGICAL
IMPLICATIONS. THE AUTHOR ALSO DISCUSSES THE TRANSITION FROM ARAMAIC TO OTHER SEMITIC LANGUAGES IN RELIGIOUS
CONTEXTS.

3. THe Divine NAME IN ARAMAIC TRADITION

THIS SCHOLARLY WORK INVESTIGATES THE HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS IMPORTANCE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN ARAMAIC-
SPEAKING COMMUNITIES. |T COVERS HOW THE NAME WAS PRESERVED, PRONOUNCED, AND REVERED THROUGHOUT HISTORY. THE
BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS ITS IMPACT ON LITURGY AND PRAYER PRACTICES.

4. ARAMAIC RooTs oF THE Worp “Gop”: A LINGUISTIC JOURNEY

OFFERING A LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVE, THIS BOOK TRACES THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE ARAMAIC WORD FOR GOD AND ITS
CONNECTION TO OTHER SEMITIC LANGUAGES. | T INCLUDES COMPARATIVE STUDIES WITH HEBREW AND ARABIC TERMS, SHEDDING
LIGHT ON THE EVOLUTION OF DIVINE NOMENCLATURE. THE WORK IS VALUABLE FOR LINGUISTS AND THEOLOGIANS ALIKE.

5. THE Worp For Gob IN SYRIAC CHRISTIANITY

EXAMINING THE SYRIAC DIALECT OF ARAMAIC, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HOW THE TERM FOR GOD SHAPED EARLY CHRISTIAN
DOCTRINE AND WORSHIP. | T EXPLORES THE THEOLOGICAL NUANCES FOUND IN SYRIAC LITURGICAL TEXTS AND BIBLICAL
TRANSLATIONS. THE AUTHOR ALSO CONSIDERS THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SYRIAC CHRISTIANITY.

6. ELAH AND ALAHA: DiviINE NAMES IN ARAMAIC MYSTICISM

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE MYSTICAL INTERPRETATIONS OF THE ARAMAIC NAMES FOR GOD WITHIN JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN
MYSTICAL TRADITIONS. |T ANALYZES SYMBOLIC MEANINGS AND THE ROLE OF THESE NAMES IN MEDITATION AND SPIRITUAL
PRACTICES. THE TEXT OFFERS READERS A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE INTERSECTION OF LANGUAGE AND SPIRITUALITY.

7. THE PresSencE oF GobD IN ARAMAIC LITERA TURE

FOCUSING ON A BROAD RANGE OF ARAMAIC LITERARY SOURCES, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW THE CONCEPT AND NAME OF GOD
ARE PORTRAYED. |T INCLUDES DISCUSSIONS ON POETRY, PRAYERS, AND PHILOSOPHICAL WRITINGS FROM ANCIENT ARAMAIC
AUTHORS. THE BOOK REVEALS THE DIVERSITY OF THOUGHT SURROUNDING THE DIVINE IN ARAMAIC CULTURE.



8. ArRAMAIC DiVINE NAMES: HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

THIS VOLUME BRINGS TOGETHER ESSAYS FROM VARIOUS SCHOLARS EXAMINING THE HISTORICAL USAGE AND THEOLOGICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF GOD'S NAME IN ARAMAIC. TOPICS INCLUDE THE IMPACT ON BIBLICAL TRANSLATION, ICONOGRAPHY , AND
INTERFAITH DIALOGUE. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND MIDDLE EASTERN HISTORY.

Q. THE LANGUAGE ofF Gob: ARAMAIC AND ITS SACRED \VOCABULARY
EXPLORING THE BROADER SACRED VOCABULARY OF ARAMAIC, THIS BOOK SITUATES THE WORD FOR GOD WITHIN A RICH

LINGUISTIC AND RELIGIOUS FRAMEWORK. |T DISCUSSES HOW SACRED WORDS SHAPED IDENTITY AND BELIEF IN ANCIENT NEAR
EASTERN SOCIETIES. THE TEXT ALSO COVERS THE PRESERVATION AND REVIVAL OF ARAMAIC'S SACRED LANGUAGE TODAY.
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