what subject is economics common app

what subject is economics common app is a frequently asked question among high school
students preparing their college applications. Economics is a popular academic discipline that many
students choose to study, and understanding how it fits into the Common Application (Common App)
process is crucial. This article explores what subject economics is classified under in the Common
App, how it is represented in the application, and the significance of including economics coursework
in college admissions. Additionally, the discussion will cover the benefits of studying economics, how
to highlight economics on the Common App, and tips for students applying with an economics focus.
Whether you are a prospective economics major or simply curious about the Common App’s academic
categories, this comprehensive guide provides detailed insights. Below is an overview of the main
sections covered in this article.

Understanding the Common App Subject Categories

Economics as an Academic Subject in the Common App

Importance of Economics Coursework for College Admissions

How to Highlight Economics on the Common App

Benefits of Studying Economics in High School

Tips for Students Applying with Economics Focus

Understanding the Common App Subject Categories

The Common Application organizes academic subjects into broad categories to streamline the
application process for both students and admissions officers. These categories help colleges
understand a student’s academic background and strengths at a glance. The Common App typically
includes subjects such as English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Foreign Languages, and
Electives. Each category encompasses multiple specific courses, allowing students to list their
completed or ongoing coursework accurately. Understanding where economics fits within these
categories is essential for precise reporting and effective presentation of academic credentials.

Overview of Academic Categories

Common App academic categories are designed as umbrella terms for related subjects. For example,
Social Studies often include history, government, psychology, and economics. Similarly, Mathematics
includes algebra, geometry, calculus, and statistics. These categories help admissions officers
compare applicants’ academic rigor and interests across various disciplines. Knowing these categories
allows students to appropriately classify their courses, making their applications clearer and more
impactful.



Role of Electives and Specialized Subjects

Electives are courses outside the core academic categories that students take to explore additional
interests or talents. Economics may sometimes be listed under Electives if the school’s curriculum or
the Common App’s format classifies it as a specialized subject. Recognizing the distinction between
core subjects and electives is important for accurately presenting economics coursework and
ensuring it aligns with the academic profile schools expect.

Economics as an Academic Subject in the Common App

Economics is typically categorized under Social Studies in the Common App. As a social science,
economics studies the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services, making it a
critical component of many high school social studies programs. When students list their courses,
economics appears alongside history, government, and related subjects, reflecting its role in
understanding societal functions and policies.

Classification of Economics Courses

Within the Common App, economics courses are often divided into microeconomics, macroeconomics,
and sometimes specialized electives such as international economics or personal finance. These
distinctions allow applicants to showcase specific areas of expertise or interest. For instance, listing
Advanced Placement (AP) Economics courses can indicate academic rigor and preparedness for
college-level study in the field.

Reporting Economics Coursework Accurately

Students should ensure that economics courses are reported accurately in the Common App’s
academic section. This involves selecting the correct category (usually Social Studies) and specifying
the course title, level (honors, AP, regular), and grade. Accurate reporting helps admissions
committees assess the applicant’s academic trajectory and their commitment to social science
disciplines, including economics.

Importance of Economics Coursework for College
Admissions

Economics coursework demonstrates analytical thinking, quantitative skills, and an understanding of
societal systems, all qualities valued by colleges. Including economics on the Common App
strengthens an applicant’s profile, especially for those interested in majors related to business,
finance, political science, or public policy. Many colleges consider economics a rigorous subject that
prepares students for complex problem-solving and critical analysis.



Relevance to Various College Majors

Economics is foundational for students aiming to pursue degrees in:

e Economics and Finance

Business Administration

Political Science and International Relations

Public Policy and Administration

Environmental Studies (with economic perspectives)

Showing competency in economics signals to admissions officers that the student possesses relevant
skills and interests aligned with these fields.

Impact on Admissions Decisions

Admissions committees often look for applicants who challenge themselves academically. Taking
advanced economics courses such as AP Macroeconomics or Microeconomics can enhance an
applicant’s academic rigor. Moreover, strong performance in economics reflects critical thinking and
quantitative reasoning, important factors in holistic admissions reviews.

How to Highlight Economics on the Common App

Effectively highlighting economics coursework and related experiences on the Common App can
improve an applicant’s chances of admission. Besides listing courses, students can emphasize
economics through extracurricular activities, essays, and additional information sections.

Listing Relevant Coursework

In the academic section, students should:

e Accurately list all economics courses taken, including honors or AP levels.
¢ Indicate grades and any distinctions or awards received.

¢ Include related courses like statistics or business if applicable.

This detailed presentation showcases a well-rounded academic focus in economics and related areas.



Showcasing Extracurriculars and Essays

Students can further highlight their interest in economics by including:

e Participation in economics clubs or competitions (e.g., Economics Olympiad).
e Internships or volunteer work related to economic research or business.

¢ Essay topics that explore economic issues, policies, or personal experiences with economic
concepts.

These elements provide a comprehensive picture of the applicant’s commitment and passion for
economics.

Benefits of Studying Economics in High School

Studying economics in high school offers numerous benefits that extend beyond college admissions. It
equips students with essential skills and knowledge applicable to various real-world situations and
academic pursuits.

Development of Critical Thinking Skills

Economics encourages students to analyze data, evaluate trade-offs, and understand incentives.
These critical thinking skills are valuable in academic settings and everyday decision-making.

Enhancement of Quantitative Abilities

Economics coursework involves interpreting graphs, statistics, and mathematical models. This
guantitative training prepares students for STEM disciplines and business-related fields.

Understanding of Societal and Global Issues

Economics provides insight into how economies function locally and globally, helping students
develop informed perspectives on policy, markets, and social welfare.

Preparation for College and Career

High school economics lays a strong foundation for college majors in economics, finance, business,
and public policy, as well as careers in these areas.



Tips for Students Applying with Economics Focus

Students interested in economics should strategically approach the Common App to maximize the
impact of their application.

Plan Coursework Early

Enroll in economics courses early and consider advanced options such as AP Economics to
demonstrate academic rigor.

Engage in Related Activities

Join clubs, attend seminars, or participate in competitions that reinforce economic knowledge and
skills.

Craft Focused Application Essays

Use personal statements to highlight passion for economics, relevant experiences, and future goals
related to the field.

Seek Recommendations Wisely

Obtain letters of recommendation from teachers familiar with the student’s economics coursework or
related achievements.

Utilize Additional Information Sections

Use supplementary sections on the Common App to explain any unique economics-related projects,
research, or experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What subject category does Economics fall under on the
Common App?

Economics is typically categorized under the 'Social Studies' or 'Social Science' subject area on the
Common App.

Is Economics considered a core subject on the Common App?

Yes, Economics is generally considered a core social science subject on the Common App, often



required or recommended for college admissions.

Can | list Economics as a STEM subject on the Common App?

No, Economics is usually classified under Social Studies, not STEM. However, some specialized
economics courses with a strong quantitative focus might be considered STEM by certain institutions.

How should | report my Economics coursework on the
Common App?

You should list Economics under the academic subjects section, typically under Social Studies or
Social Sciences, including the course name and level (e.g., AP Economics).

Does taking Economics improve my Common App profile?

Taking Economics can enhance your Common App by demonstrating analytical thinking and
understanding of social systems, which are valued by many colleges.

Is AP Economics considered a rigorous subject on the Common
App?

Yes, AP Economics (Micro and Macro) is viewed as a rigorous and challenging course that can
strengthen your Common App by showing academic challenge and readiness for college-level work.

Additional Resources

1. “Economics in One Lesson” by Henry Hazlitt

This classic introduction to economics explains fundamental economic principles with clarity and
simplicity. Hazlitt emphasizes the importance of considering the long-term effects of policies on all
groups, not just immediate benefits to some. It is highly accessible for students new to economics and
offers timeless insights into market dynamics.

2. “Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything” by Steven D. Levitt
and Stephen J. Dubner

This engaging book uses economic theory to explore unexpected and quirky aspects of everyday life.
It demonstrates how incentives drive human behavior and challenges conventional wisdom. It's a
great read for those interested in applying economic thinking beyond traditional markets.

3. “The Wealth of Nations” by Adam Smith

Considered the foundational text of modern economics, this book lays out the principles of free
markets, division of labor, and the invisible hand. Though dense, it is essential for understanding the
historical roots of economic thought. Students can gain insight into the philosophical underpinnings of
capitalism.

4. “Naked Economics: Undressing the Dismal Science” by Charles Wheelan

Wheelan offers a witty and accessible overview of economics without heavy jargon or technical detail.
The book covers topics like markets, government policy, globalization, and inequality. It's an excellent
introductory text for Common App students seeking a broad perspective on economic issues.



5. “Capital in the Twenty-First Century” by Thomas Piketty

Piketty analyzes wealth and income inequality over the past few centuries, using extensive historical
data. The book argues that inequality tends to increase unless checked by policy interventions. It's a
valuable resource for understanding contemporary debates about economic disparity.

6. “Principles of Economics” by N. Gregory Mankiw

Widely used in college courses, this textbook provides a comprehensive introduction to
microeconomics and macroeconomics. Mankiw’s clear explanations and real-world examples help
students grasp core concepts like supply and demand, market efficiency, and fiscal policy. It's a solid
foundational text for those serious about economics.

1. “Thinking, Fast and Slow” by Daniel Kahneman

Though primarily a psychology book, Kahneman’s exploration of decision-making is highly relevant to
economics. It explains how humans use two systems of thinking—one fast and intuitive, the other
slow and deliberate—and how these impact economic choices. Understanding behavioral economics is
crucial for grasping modern economic theory.

8. “The Armchair Economist: Economics and Everyday Life” by Steven E. Landsburg

This book uses everyday examples to explain economic principles in an entertaining and thought-
provoking way. Landsburg challenges readers to think critically about incentives, trade-offs, and
unintended consequences. It's a great read for students wanting to see economics applied to real-
world scenarios.

9. “Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global Poverty” by Abhijit V. Banerjee
and Esther Duflo

Written by Nobel laureates, this book uses empirical research to explore how the poor make economic
decisions. It challenges stereotypes and suggests practical, evidence-based solutions to poverty. This
book is ideal for students interested in development economics and social impact.
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