who issues security classification
gulides

who issues security classification guides is a critical question in the realm
of information security and government protocols. Security classification
guides (SCGs) are essential documents used to determine the appropriate
classification level for information, ensuring sensitive data is properly
protected from unauthorized disclosure. These guides establish the criteria
under which information is classified as Confidential, Secret, Top Secret, or
other controlled categories. Understanding the authorities responsible for
issuing these guides is vital for compliance with national security
regulations and safeguarding classified information. This article explores
the entities that issue security classification guides, the processes
involved, and the regulatory framework that governs their issuance.
Additionally, it delves into the roles and responsibilities of various
government agencies and officials connected to classification guidance. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of who issues security
classification guides and their significance in information security
management.
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Definition and Purpose of Security
Classification Guides

Security classification guides are official documents that provide detailed
instructions on how to classify information related to specific programs,
projects, or systems. These guides help ensure consistent application of
classification levels across an organization or government agency. The main
purpose of security classification guides is to protect national security
interests by preventing unauthorized access to sensitive information. They
define the criteria for assigning classification levels such as Confidential,
Secret, and Top Secret, as well as provide guidance on handling,
dissemination, and declassification procedures. The use of SCGs is a critical



component in the broader framework of information security and risk
management .

Authorities Responsible for Issuing Security
Classification Guides

Who issues security classification guides is primarily determined by the
organizational structure and jurisdiction involved. In the United States, the
responsibility for issuing SCGs typically lies with authorized government
officials who have the appropriate security clearances and classification
authority. These officials often belong to federal agencies, departments, or
military branches that oversee classified programs or information.

Department of Defense (DoD)

The Department of Defense is one of the primary issuers of security
classification guides, especially for information related to defense systems,
weapons, intelligence, and military operations. Within the DoD,
classification guides are developed and approved by designated officials who
hold Original Classification Authority (OCA). 0CAs are empowered to establish
classification levels for information they create or oversee.

Intelligence Community

Agencies within the U.S. Intelligence Community (IC), including the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), National Security Agency (NSA), and Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA), also issue security classification guides. These
agencies handle highly sensitive intelligence information and have
specialized classification guides tailored to their unique operational needs.
Officials with appropriate clearance and authority within these organizations
manage the issuance and maintenance of SCGs.

Other Federal Agencies

In addition to the DoD and IC, other federal agencies such as the Department
of Energy (DOE), Department of State, and Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) may issue security classification guides. Each agency issues SCGs
relevant to their specific areas of responsibility and national security
interests. The authority to issue these guides is granted to senior officials
designated by agency heads.



Original Classification Authority (OCA)

Original Classification Authority is a key concept in identifying who issues
security classification guides. 0CAs are individuals who have been granted
the power to classify information at the time of its creation. This authority
is delegated by agency heads and is subject to strict training and
qualifications. Only O0CAs can authorize the initial classification of
information and issue SCGs that define classification criteria for specific
programs or projects.

Process for Developing and Approving Security
Classification Guides

The development and approval of security classification guides follow a
structured process to ensure accuracy, consistency, and compliance with legal
and regulatory requirements. This process involves collaboration among
subject matter experts, security professionals, and classification
authorities.

Identification of Classified Information

The first step involves identifying the information that requires
classification. This includes evaluating the sensitivity, potential impact of
unauthorized disclosure, and applicable classification categories. Subject
matter experts play a crucial role in providing detailed descriptions of the
information and its security implications.

Drafting the Classification Guide

Once the information is identified, a draft security classification guide is
prepared. This draft outlines the classification levels, duration of
classification, handling instructions, and any caveats or special controls.
The draft must clearly justify the classification decisions based on
established criteria.

Review and Coordination

The draft SCG undergoes a rigorous review process involving security
officers, legal advisors, and compliance officials. Coordination may also
occur across different agencies or departments if the information pertains to
multiple stakeholders. This step ensures that classification decisions are
accurate, consistent, and aligned with broader security policies.



Approval and Issuance

Final approval of the security classification guide rests with an authorized
Original Classification Authority. Upon approval, the SCG is formally issued
and disseminated to relevant personnel and organizations responsible for
handling the classified information. The guide remains a living document
subject to periodic review and updates as circumstances change.

Regulatory Framework Governing Security
Classification Guides

The issuance and use of security classification guides are governed by a
comprehensive regulatory framework designed to protect national security
information while balancing transparency and accountability. In the United
States, several key policies and directives establish the foundation for
SCGs.

Executive Orders

Executive orders from the President of the United States provide overarching
authority for classification and declassification of national security
information. These orders outline the criteria for classification, establish
Original Classification Authorities, and set forth procedural requirements
for classification guides.

National Security Policy Directives

National security policy directives and memoranda issued by agencies such as
the National Security Council and the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence further refine classification policies and procedures. These
documents guide the development, issuance, and maintenance of security
classification guides.

Agency-Specific Regulations

Individual agencies implement their own regulations and instructions
consistent with national policies. These internal regulations specify roles,
responsibilities, and processes for issuing SCGs within the agency’s
jurisdiction. Examples include Department of Defense directives and
intelligence community policies.



Compliance with the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA)

While security classification guides protect sensitive information, agencies
must also comply with FOIA requirements. Classification decisions and guides
must be justified and documented to withstand legal scrutiny and ensure that
information is not classified to avoid disclosure improperly.

Roles and Responsibilities in the
Classification Process

Understanding who issues security classification guides also involves
recognizing the roles and responsibilities of various personnel involved in
the classification process. Effective classification requires coordination
among multiple stakeholders.

Original Classification Authorities (OCA)

As mentioned earlier, 0CAs have the primary responsibility for issuing SCGs
and classifying information. They ensure that classification decisions are
justified, consistent, and compliant with applicable regulations.

Information Security Officers

Information Security Officers support the classification process by advising
on classification standards, reviewing guides, and ensuring proper
dissemination and safeguarding of classified information. They also provide
training and oversight to personnel handling classified materials.

Program Managers and Subject Matter Experts

Program managers and subject matter experts provide the technical knowledge
necessary to identify sensitive information and assist in drafting accurate
classification guides. Their input is critical to defining the scope and
criteria for classification.

Review and Oversight Authorities

Entities such as security review boards or classification review committees
provide independent oversight to ensure classification guides meet legal and
policy standards. They may recommend revisions or approve final drafts before
issuance.



Best Practices and Compliance Considerations

Issuing security classification guides requires adherence to best practices
to maintain the integrity of the classification system and ensure legal
compliance. Organizations should implement structured processes and regular
training to support effective classification management.

e Ensure only authorized 0CAs develop and approve SCGs.
e Maintain detailed documentation justifying classification decisions.

e Reqgularly review and update classification guides to reflect changes in
information sensitivity.

e Provide training to personnel on classification policies and handling
procedures.

e Coordinate classification guidance across agencies when information
overlaps jurisdictions.

e Implement robust security controls to protect classified information as
outlined in SCGs.

e Conduct periodic audits to ensure compliance with classification
policies and regulatory requirements.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is responsible for issuing security
classification guides in the U.S. government?

Security classification guides are typically issued by authorized Original
Classification Authorities (0CAs) within U.S. government agencies who have
jurisdiction over the specific information.

Which agencies commonly issue security
classification guides?

Agencies such as the Department of Defense (DoD), Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA), National Security Agency (NSA), and Department of Energy (DOE)
commonly issue security classification guides.



What role does the Original Classification Authority
(0OCA) play in issuing security classification
guides?

The OCA is the official authorized to determine the classification level of

information and to issue security classification guides that outline how
specific information should be classified and handled.

Can security classification guides be issued by
contractors or private organizations?

No, only authorized government officials or agencies with Original
Classification Authority can issue official security classification guides.

How are security classification guides issued within
the Department of Defense?

Within the DoD, security classification guides are issued by 0CAs such as
program managers, agency heads, or designated officials who oversee
classified programs.

Are security classification guides issued for all
classified information?

Not all classified information requires a classification guide, but for
complex or highly sensitive programs, security classification guides are
issued to provide detailed classification instructions.

What is the process for issuing a security
classification guide?

The process involves identifying classified information requiring guidance,
drafting the guide, review and approval by the OCA, and then distributing the
guide to relevant personnel.

Do security classification guides have to be
updated, and who issues the updates?

Yes, security classification guides are periodically reviewed and updated as
needed by the same Original Classification Authorities who issued the
original guides to reflect changes in information sensitivity or policy.



Additional Resources

1. Understanding Security Classification Guides: A Practical Approach

This book provides an in-depth exploration of the role and responsibilities
of agencies that issue security classification guides. It covers the legal
framework, classification levels, and the process of developing and
maintaining these guides. Readers will gain insight into how classification
decisions impact national security and information handling.

2. Security Classification and Information Control: Policies and Practices
Focused on the policies behind security classification, this book examines
the authorities responsible for issuing classification guides. It details the
procedures for safeguarding classified information and the criteria used to
determine classification levels. The text is useful for professionals
involved in information security and government compliance.

3. The Role of Government Agencies in Security Classification

This title delves into the specific government bodies, such as the Department
of Defense and intelligence agencies, that issue and oversee security
classification guides. It explains their jurisdiction, collaboration
mechanisms, and oversight functions. The book also highlights case studies
illustrating classification guide applications.

4. Classified Information Management: Issuers and Their Guidelines
Offering a comprehensive look at the creation and dissemination of
classification guides, this book identifies the key issuers and their
responsibilities. It discusses best practices for managing classified
information in various sectors, including military and civilian government
branches. The guide is essential for security officers and classification
managers.

5. Security Classification Guides: Development and Implementation

This book outlines the step-by-step process of developing security
classification guides, emphasizing the roles of issuing authorities. It
covers the importance of accuracy, consistency, and compliance with national
security directives. Readers will learn how to implement and update
classification guides effectively.

6. National Security and Classification Authorities: A Comprehensive Overview
Highlighting the authorities empowered to issue security classification
guides, this book provides historical context and current practices. It
explores the balance between transparency and secrecy in national security.
The text is valuable for policymakers, security professionals, and scholars
interested in information classification.

7. Procedures and Protocols for Issuing Security Classification Guides

This detailed manual focuses on the procedural aspects of issuing
classification guides, including review processes and approval chains. It
explains the roles of various officials and agencies in maintaining
classification integrity. The book serves as a practical reference for those
involved in security administration.



8. Security Classification in the Intelligence Community

Focusing on intelligence agencies, this book examines how security
classification guides are issued and enforced within the intelligence
community. It covers inter-agency collaboration and the handling of sensitive
intelligence information. The text provides a nuanced understanding of
classification challenges in intelligence work.

9. Legal Foundations of Security Classification and Guide Issuance

This book explores the legal basis for security classification and the
authorities granted to issue classification guides. It discusses relevant
laws, executive orders, and judicial rulings that shape classification
policy. Legal professionals and security officers will find this book
essential for understanding compliance requirements.
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