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why revival tarries pdf is a phrase often searched by individuals interested in understanding the
reasons behind the delay or absence of spiritual revival within communities or churches. This concept
is deeply rooted in theological discussions, historical revivals, and contemporary spiritual movements.
The document or resource commonly referred to as "why revival tarries pdf" typically explores the
biblical, social, and psychological factors that contribute to revival's postponement. It serves as a
comprehensive guide for church leaders, believers, and scholars aiming to discern obstacles and seek
effective solutions for spiritual awakening. This article will delve into the core themes found in such
resources, including the meaning of revival, common barriers to revival, biblical insights, and practical
steps toward fostering revival. Readers will gain a well-rounded understanding of why revival tarries
and how to engage with the process spiritually and practically.
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Understanding the Concept of Revival
Revival is fundamentally a spiritual awakening characterized by a renewed interest in faith,
repentance, and a renewed commitment to God. It often involves a widespread transformation within
a community or church, leading to increased evangelism, moral reform, and deeper spiritual
experiences. The term "revival" can refer to individual renewal as well as corporate outpourings of the
Holy Spirit. Understanding revival requires recognizing its spiritual nature and its goals of restoring a
vibrant relationship between God and His people.

Definition and Characteristics of Revival
Revival is marked by several distinctive features, including conviction of sin, repentance, renewal of
faith, and a heightened awareness of God’s presence. It usually results in a tangible change in
behavior, attitudes, and lifestyle among believers and non-believers alike. In the context of "why
revival tarries pdf," these characteristics are examined to identify what might be missing or
obstructed when revival does not occur as expected.



The Importance of Revival in Christian Life
Revival plays a crucial role in rejuvenating personal faith and church vitality. It helps to break spiritual
complacency and ignites passion for God’s work. Many Christian leaders emphasize revival as
essential for the health of the church and the advancement of the gospel. The delay or absence of
revival can lead to stagnation, decline, and weakened spiritual influence.

Common Reasons Why Revival Tarries
There are numerous factors that contribute to the delay or absence of revival, and these are often
explored in "why revival tarries pdf" resources. Understanding these barriers is crucial for addressing
them effectively. The causes can be spiritual, social, or psychological in nature, and often overlap.

Spiritual Barriers
Spiritual barriers are among the most significant reasons revival taries. These include sin within the
community, lack of genuine repentance, pride, and disobedience to God’s commands. When
individuals or churches tolerate sin or fail to seek God earnestly, revival is hindered.

Complacency and Lukewarm Faith
Lukewarmness and complacency in spiritual matters create resistance to revival. When believers are
content with the status quo and lack fervor, the fire of revival cannot ignite. This attitude often leads
to spiritual dryness and resistance to change.

Social and Cultural Influences
Modern societal values and cultural distractions can also delay revival. Materialism, secularism, and
moral relativism undermine the spiritual environment necessary for revival. External pressures may
weaken the church’s influence and reduce the urgency for spiritual renewal.

Leadership Challenges
Church leadership plays a pivotal role in fostering revival. Ineffective leadership, lack of vision, or
failure to promote repentance and holiness can stall revival efforts. Without strong spiritual guidance,
the community may falter in its pursuit of renewal.

Biblical Perspectives on Revival
The Bible provides rich insights into the nature of revival and why it may tarry. Scriptural examples
and teachings offer guidance on the conditions necessary for revival and the consequences of
neglecting God’s ways.



Prophetic Calls to Repentance
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, prophets called the people to repentance as a prerequisite
for revival. Scriptures such as 2 Chronicles 7:14 emphasize humility, prayer, and turning from wicked
ways as essential steps toward revival. Ignoring these calls often results in judgment rather than
renewal.

God’s Sovereignty and Human Responsibility
The Bible teaches that while God sovereignly grants revival, human responsibility in seeking Him and
living righteously is crucial. Revival tarrying can be attributed to a lack of earnest seeking and
obedience. The balance between divine action and human response is a central theme in biblical
revival narratives.

Examples of Revival in Scripture
Biblical accounts such as the revivals under King Hezekiah and King Josiah demonstrate how national
repentance led to spiritual renewal. These stories illustrate that revival comes when God’s people
humble themselves and return to His commandments.

Practical Steps to Overcome Revival Delays
Addressing the reasons why revival tarries requires intentional and practical actions. Churches and
believers must engage in specific behaviors and practices to foster an environment conducive to
revival.

Fostering Genuine Repentance
Repentance is the foundation of revival. Encouraging open confession of sin and a sincere turning
away from wrongdoing helps remove spiritual barriers. This process must be ongoing and deeply
embedded in the community’s life.

Renewing Commitment to Prayer and Worship
Prayer and worship are vital for spiritual awakening. Consistent, fervent prayer invites God’s presence
and power, while heartfelt worship nurtures intimacy with God. Together, they create a spiritual
atmosphere where revival can flourish.

Strengthening Church Leadership
Effective leadership that models holiness, preaches repentance, and inspires faith is essential.
Leaders should be equipped and motivated to guide their congregations toward revival through
teaching, counseling, and example.



Engaging the Community
Outreach and evangelism efforts help extend revival beyond church walls. Engaging with the wider
community through service and sharing the gospel can stimulate spiritual awakening on a larger
scale.

List of Practical Actions to Promote Revival

Organize extended prayer meetings focused on revival.

Implement regular times of fasting and reflection.

Promote accountability groups to encourage holiness.

Encourage scriptural study centered on revival themes.

Host revival meetings and invite experienced revivalists.

Facilitate open forums for confessing sins corporately.

The Role of Prayer and Repentance in Revival
Prayer and repentance are often highlighted as the two most critical components in any movement
toward revival. Their importance cannot be overstated within the study of why revival tarries.

Prayer as a Catalyst for Revival
Prayer serves as a direct communication line with God, inviting His intervention and guidance.
Scriptural examples confirm that revival follows earnest, united prayer. Persistent prayer breaks
spiritual strongholds and aligns the hearts of believers with God’s will.

Repentance as a Doorway to Blessing
Without repentance, revival cannot take root. Repentance involves a heartfelt sorrow for sin and a
decisive change in direction. It opens the door for God’s forgiveness and the outpouring of His Spirit,
which are essential for genuine revival.

Historical Examples of Revival and Their Lessons
Studying historical revivals provides valuable insights into why revival tarried and what conditions
precipitated spiritual awakenings. These examples serve as instructive case studies for contemporary
efforts.



The Great Awakening
The 18th-century Great Awakening in America was marked by powerful preaching, mass conversions,
and societal impact. Key factors included widespread prayer, repentance, and a hunger for God’s
truth. The delay before this revival was often due to spiritual complacency and moral decay.

The Welsh Revival
The early 20th-century Welsh Revival exemplified how intense prayer meetings, confession, and unity
brought about a sweeping spiritual renewal. Its success highlights the necessity of corporate humility
and dependence on the Holy Spirit.

Lessons Learned from Past Revivals
Historical revivals teach that:

Spiritual preparation through prayer and repentance is essential.

Effective, Spirit-led leadership can mobilize communities.

Revival impacts both individuals and society at large.

Resistance to revival often stems from entrenched sin and apathy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Why Revival Tarries' PDF?
The main theme of 'Why Revival Tarries' is about understanding the obstacles and hindrances that
prevent spiritual revival and awakening within individuals and communities.

Who is the author of 'Why Revival Tarries' and what is their
background?
'Why Revival Tarries' was written by Leonard Ravenhill, a well-known Christian evangelist and author
recognized for his passionate calls for revival and holiness.

Where can I download the 'Why Revival Tarries' PDF legally?
You can download 'Why Revival Tarries' PDF legally from official ministry websites, Christian
bookstores offering free downloads, or platforms that provide public domain or authorized versions.



What are some key reasons cited in 'Why Revival Tarries' for
the delay of spiritual revival?
Key reasons include lukewarm faith, neglect of prayer, moral compromise, lack of repentance, and
failure to seek God earnestly.

How does 'Why Revival Tarries' suggest individuals can
contribute to revival?
The book suggests that individuals should renew their commitment to prayer, holiness, repentance,
and wholehearted seeking of God to help bring about revival.

Is 'Why Revival Tarries' relevant for modern-day Christians?
Yes, its messages about the need for genuine spiritual fervor, repentance, and prayer remain relevant
for Christians seeking revival in today's context.

Does 'Why Revival Tarries' include practical steps for revival
or is it more theoretical?
The book combines both theological insights and practical exhortations, encouraging readers to self-
examination and active participation in revival efforts.

How has 'Why Revival Tarries' influenced contemporary
Christian revival movements?
'Why Revival Tarries' has inspired many revival leaders and movements by challenging complacency
and motivating believers towards deeper spiritual commitment and prayer.

Additional Resources
1. Why Revival Tarries by Leonard Ravenhill
This classic work by Leonard Ravenhill explores the reasons why spiritual revival often fails to ignite
despite the prayers and efforts of many believers. Ravenhill challenges the church to examine its
complacency, sin, and lukewarmness. The book is a passionate call to return to fervent prayer and
holy living as prerequisites for revival.

2. The Normal Christian Life by Watchman Nee
Watchman Nee’s book delves into the deeper Christian life, emphasizing the believer’s need to fully
surrender to Christ. It discusses the hindrances that hold back spiritual growth and revival, such as
pride and self-reliance. This book encourages believers to experience victory over sin and embrace a
life empowered by the Holy Spirit.

3. Revival by Andrew Murray
Andrew Murray’s classic work focuses on the necessity of holiness and prayer for revival to take
place. He presents revival as a sovereign work of God that requires earnest intercession and a heart
willing to be used by Him. The book inspires readers to seek a deeper relationship with God in



anticipation of revival.

4. True Revival by Leonard Ravenhill
In this follow-up to "Why Revival Tarries," Leonard Ravenhill offers a compelling discourse on what
constitutes genuine revival. He contrasts true revival with superficial religious excitement and calls
for a return to biblical holiness and repentance. The book is a spiritual wake-up call to believers and
churches alike.

5. The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer
A.W. Tozer’s timeless book emphasizes the believer’s intimate relationship with God as the foundation
for revival. He highlights the importance of seeking God wholeheartedly and removing distractions
that hinder spiritual renewal. The book serves as a guide to cultivating a heart that longs for God’s
presence.

6. Revival Prayers by Leonard Ravenhill
This compilation of prayers by Leonard Ravenhill is designed to ignite a spirit of intercession in the
believer’s life. The prayers focus on repentance, holiness, and a desperate longing for God’s move in
the church. It is a practical resource for those who desire to see revival come through fervent prayer.

7. Holiness by J.C. Ryle
J.C. Ryle’s book on holiness addresses the moral and spiritual purity required for revival to manifest.
He argues that personal and corporate holiness is essential for God’s blessing and presence. The work
is a thorough biblical exposition encouraging believers to pursue sanctification.

8. The Latent Power of the Soul by Andrew Murray
Andrew Murray explores the inner spiritual potential within every believer that can be awakened
through revival. He discusses how God’s power can break through human weakness and bring about
transformative change. The book encourages readers to tap into the divine power available for
spiritual awakening.

9. Revival: The History of the Great Awakening in America by William G. McLoughlin
This historical account examines the various revivals that swept through America, analyzing the social
and spiritual factors that contributed to their success or failure. It provides insight into the dynamics
of revival and the conditions necessary for its occurrence. The book is valuable for understanding
revival from both a historical and spiritual perspective.
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